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Key Verse:  

But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
1 Corinthians 15:57  
 

The Point: 

We can rejoice since the risen Christ will destroy death forever. 
 

Making Connections:    

The Power of  God’s Love 

 
Bible Nuts & Bolts:    

The New Beginning 
 

Spiritual Practice:    

Fellowship 

Lesson #2-36 

Sunday, May 24, 2020 

 
1 Corinthians 15:1-26, 51-57 

PK-2nd 
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Lesson #2-36 (PK-2nd) May 24, 2020 

 
 

Sow new life in the soil. 

  Sand table or box 
 Gardening toys 
 Dried corn, beans, etc. 
 

Create a symbol of worship. 

  Activity Sheet #2-36.A 
 Markers or crayons 
 Decorating supplies (glitter glue, buttons, 

sequins, beads, etc.) 
 Glue  
 

Practice transformation together. 

  Play clay 
 

  

Introduce the power of transformation. 

 Play clay 
 

  

Illustrate the nature of the kingdom of God. 

 Seeds 
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Play a game about things that fill us with God's 
love—and things that do not. 

 Bible 
 Activity Sheet #2-36.B 
 Craft Sticks 
 Scissors 
 Glue or tape   
 

 

Jesus’ love overcomes death. 

 Mural paper 
 Marker 
 Crayons 
 Tissue squares 
 Paper cups 
 Glue 
 Paintbrushes 

  

Sing a piggyback song to the tune of “Twinkle, 
Twinkle Little Star.”  
 

 None 
 

  

Experience a class train of trust. 
 

 Nothing 
 

Students pray while planting seeds. 

 Activity Sheet #2-36.C 
 Plant pots 
 Seeds 
 Potting soil 
 Watering can  
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Share love by sharing cookies. 

 Heart-shaped cookies 
 Frosting 
 Plastic knives 
 Plates 
 Napkins  
 

Optional ongoing activity. 

 Bible Book page (found at end of lesson) 
 Cardstock or plain paper 
 Pens or pencils 
 Markers or crayons 
 Optional: three-ring binders,  

hole punch 
 

 None 
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Making Connections 
In our last lesson we read Paul's description of 
faith, hope, and love in 1 Corinthians 13:1-13. 
Today's lesson picks up later in Paul's letter as he 
describes the importance of believing in and 
practicing resurrection. 
 

Story Summary:  
Death, the Last Enemy 
Often when we encounter teaching on 
resurrection the focus is on the future, on the time 
of our physical death and what will happen next. 
Not only is this conceptually difficult for children 
to understand, it is also a fairly narrow 
understanding of the concept itself. Jesus' 
teachings often focused on this day, this moment, 
encouraging us to live as free, transformed people 
in the here and now. We do not have to live in 
fear of death because we understand that we are 
sustained and empowered by God's eternal love, 
now and in every moment. 
 
Paul's argument is that we live boldly, with 
courage and strength. We are not to live as those 
cowed by our fear of what will happen in the 
future, but confident in God's promise in our life 
as it is right now. We are to live not as though 
resurrection is something that will come, but 
something that has already happened and will 
continue happening. 
 

The Point 
We can rejoice since the risen Christ will 
destroy death forever. 
Jesus' resurrection shows us death is subject to 
God's power. From a strictly human perspective 
death seems to be an inescapable fate, from which 
we instinctively cringe in fear. But Jesus' life 
reminds us that even this great power has no real 

hold on us. Not only does death hold no power over 
us, but in God's hands it actually becomes a tool to 
give us healing and new life. The freedom Jesus 
experienced and expressed to his disciples has been 
given to us as well.  
 

Bible Nuts & Bolts:  
The New Beginning 
A few books of the Bible are apocalypses. An 
apocalypse is a religious text that focuses on revealing 
secrets about the heavenly order and the end of the 
world. Apocalypses are written for a community 
facing persecution. The persecution is described as 
being part of God’s ultimate plan. Believers are called 
to remain faithful. At the center is a message of hope 
for the oppressed community: God will provide an 
end to suffering and will dwell with the faithful 
forever. 
 
Paul’s letters are not apocalypses but include some 
things in common. The early church faced 
persecution from Roman forces and Jewish religious 
leaders. Paul’s description of the new creation shows 
the central hope that believers will be made into a 
new creation and the entire world will be made new 
in Christ . 
 

Spiritual Practice: Fellowship 
The topic of death in today’s text is intense, but can 
also be a cause for celebration. Fellowship has the 
power to bring comfort and hope to those who are 
troubled, afflicted, or at a loss for ways to act. 
Gathering in times of sorrow and of joy is a sign of 
deep and meaningful fellowship. 
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Story Centers are mini-activities designed specifically for preschool and kindergarten students. 
Depending on the size of  your class, you can set these up as centers for in-class rotations or 
do them as a whole class one after another. In most preschool and kindergarten classes, these 
centers along with a snack, the “Learning the Story” activity, and the “Living the Story” 
activity will fill the education time, but feel free to choose any activity you think would be fun 
and appropriate for your class. 

 

Provide a sand table or sand box, some gardening toys, and various types of  dried corn 
and beans. Allow students to spend time planting their "seeds" together. 

Provide students with copies of  Activity Sheet #2-36.A, along with decorating supplies, so 
they can create their own beautiful cross.  

Provide students a variety of  toys connecting to the helping professions—toys from 
doctor sets, firefighter gear, teacher supplies, and gear for police officers (though no 
weapons). Give the students a chance to play both at requesting help and offering it. 
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Introducing the power of  transformation. 
 
You will need: 
 Play clay 

 
During class: 

1. Today we are talking about things that change shape. What are some things you 
can think of  that change shape? [Water which changes to ice and to steam, air which takes the 
shape of  balloons or bubbles, fruits which can be eaten raw or made into jelly or baked into pies, etc.]  

2. Show the play dough or clay. This is one of  my favorite things that change shape. 
What is this? [Play dough or clay.] You can do almost anything with play dough. You 
can roll it out to make it long and skinny, or flatten it out to make it look like a 
pizza. You can cut it into fun shapes or make it into round little balls. What do 
you like to do with play dough? Allow all answers.  

3. We can change play dough into all different forms, but one thing stays the same: 
it is still play dough, right? It can be something old and something new at the 
same time! Our lesson today is about resurrection. Does anybody know what that 
word means? [Something that is dead comes back to life.] Jesus was resurrected, or 
brought back to life, and that taught us a lesson. We are like this play dough, and 
like Jesus. We grow up and go through lots of  changes, but no matter how much 
we change, inside we are still ourselves. Even when we die, God promises that 
we will keep living in another way. Let's get to our lesson and learn more about 
resurrection! 
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Illustrate the nature of  the kingdom of  God. 
 
You will need: 
 Seed 

 
During class: 

1. Today we are talking a lot about the kingdom of  God. What do you think the 
kingdom of  God is? Allow all answers. The kingdom of  God is a place where 
everyone lives and loves the way God loves. What would that mean? [Everyone cares 
for each other, no fighting or bullying, people sharing, etc.] Does our world look like that right 
now? [Sometimes yes, sometimes no.]  

2. Sometimes it does not look much like we live in the kingdom of  God, does it? 
But our story today reminds us that the kingdom of  God is alive, and it lives in 
our hearts. God can take the things that scare us and our unkind thoughts and 
change them into something new. 

3. Show students the seed. It is like this seed. What does it look like right now? Allow 
all answers. Right now, this seed is small and does not seem to be worth much. 
But if  we plant the seed, what do you think will happen? Allow all answers. It 
could grow into a plant that might make tomatoes or cucumbers, or an apple 
tree. It will become something bigger and really valuable.  

4. That is what the kingdom of  God is like. We give our hearts to God, and God 
plants them in the soil of  God's love. Anything that was causing us fear or anger 
dies in the soil, and what comes up is something new and beautiful and 
precious. That is what resurrection really means: letting go of  the old that is 
hurting us so that God can give us the new life we really want. The kingdom of  
God lives inside us, and through us God blesses the world.  
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Play a game about things that fill us with God’s love—and things that do not. 
 
You will need: 
 Bible 
 Activity Sheet #2-36.B 
 Craft sticks 
 Scissors 
 Glue or tape  

 
Before class: 

1. Make one copy of  Activity Sheet #2-36.B for each student. If  you have younger 
students, cut out the circles in advance so they only need to glue them together on the 
craft sticks. 

 
During class: 

1. Pass out copies of  Activity Sheet #2-36.B to the students, instructing them to cut out 
the circles and glue them, back to back, with the craft stick in the middle. 

2. Today we are going to play a game called “Living a Big Life!” A big life is one in 
which we are filled up with God's love. What might a big life be like? [To live in a 
way that feels free and happy, to feel connected and loving to others, to feel confident that all is well.] 
Our hearts feel good when we are living a big life, or when we are living our best 
lives. But what does it feel like to live a small life—a life in which we do not feel 
God's love that much? [To be fearful, to feel unloved and alone, to hold a grudge, to judge someone 
harshly and treat them badly.] When we do not feel God’s love we can feel our hearts 
hurting inside us. We feel weak and broken.  

3. I am going to read activities and you will decide if  it is something you would find 
in a big life filled with God's love or in a small life where it is hard to feel God's 
love. If  you think it is a big life activity, hold up the smiley face side of  your 
paddle. If  it is a small life activity, hold up the frowning face side. 

4. List several different activities, allowing the students to respond to each one and 
then give them a chance to explain their decisions. Possibilities include playing 
with friends, fighting with a brother or sister, whining about not getting 
dessert, being kind to someone who is shy, caring for a pet, staying angry at 



 

10 © 2014-2019 Spirit and Truth Publishing—All Rights Reserved 

Lesson #2-36 (PK-2nd) May 24, 2020 

someone who hurt your feelings, praying a thank you to God for all the great things in 
your life. When you have exhausted your ideas give the students a chance to come up 
with their own.  

5. You had some really good ideas of  what it means to live a big life filled with 
God's love and a small life where it is hard to feel God's love. Sometimes it might 
feel hard to have a big life, especially when things do not go the way we want. 
But our lesson today tells us that God can take everything in our lives, even the 
things we do not want, and turn them into something new and wonderful.  

6. Read the passage to the students from a Bible. If  your students are younger, you might 
choose to read only the concluding section. God can take even the worst small-life 
days and make them really, really big!  
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Jesus’ love overcomes death. 
 

You will need: 
 Mural paper 
 Marker 
 Crayons 
 Tissue squares 
 Paper cups 
 Glue 
 Paintbrushes  

 
Before class: 

1. Hang the mural paper on a wall or lay it on a table. In the center of  the paper, draw a 
large cross with a heart in the middle. 

2. Cut pieces of  tissue paper into 1” to 2” squares. 
3. Mix glue and water 1:1 in small paper cups so each student can have a cup. 

 
During class: 

1. God loves us so much that God sent Jesus to die for all of  us. And God’s love is so 
powerful that Jesus rose again. This love is big and powerful, and God’s love will 
never leave us. We are going to work together to create a class picture of  a heart 
in front of  a cross. This picture is to remind us that love wins, and even death on 
a cross is not as strong as the love of  God. 

2. We will start by coloring the cross using dark colors. The cross is a reminder of  
the darkness and sadness in the world. Allow students to color in the cross with dark 
crayons.  

3. This dark-colored cross reminds us of  the darkness and sadness of  death. But 
Jesus’ love is stronger than death, so we are going to fill in this heart with brightly 
colored tissue paper.  

4. Give students glue cups, a paint brush, and tissue squares. Allow them to work 
together to fill in the heart with tissue. 

5. Let’s end with a prayer together: Dear God, thank you for sending 
Jesus to die for us. Thank you for loving us so much that even death 
cannot win. Amen. 
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Sing a piggyback song to the tune of  "Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star." 

 
God's new kingdom, where's its start? 
It begins within my heart. 
When I give my fears to you, you will take them, make them new! 
God's new kingdom, where's its start? 
It begins within my heart. 
 
God's new kingdom, where's its start? 
It begins within my heart. 
You can take my every hurt, plant them in your loving dirt! 
God's new kingdom, where's its start? 
It begins within my heart. 
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Experience a class train of  trust. 
 
You will need: 
 Nothing 

 
During class: 

1. What does it mean when you trust somebody? [You believe they care about you, they will 
keep their word, you are safe with them, etc.] Today we are going to make a Trust Train! I 
am going to be in front, and you are going to line up behind me. Have kids line up 
behind you. Turn around so you are facing the students. Everyone put your hands on 
the shoulders of  the person in front of  you. Wait until all students are in position. 
Now everybody is going to close their eyes and I am going to lead us on an 
adventure. Ready? Let's try! Practice the activity for several minutes until interest 
begins to dwindle. 

2. Why do you think we did this Trust Train today? Allow all answers. Just like you 
trusted me to lead you with your eyes closed, and we also trust God to lead and 
take care of  us. We trust that God is with us, is stronger even than death, so we 
no longer need to be afraid of  anything. Did anybody sneak a peek while we were 
doing the train? Allow all answers. That is okay. Sometimes it is hard to trust 
people. Sometimes it is even hard to trust God. But that is something we learn as 
we grow. And God is patient with us as we learn to trust. 
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Students pray while planting seeds.  
 
You will need: 
 Activity Sheet #2-36.C 
 Pots 
 Seeds 
 Potting soil 
 Watering can  

 
Before class: 

1. You might want to print Activity Sheet #2-36.C and label the pots in advance: "Fears," 
"Old Hurts," and "Anger." If  not, you can ask students to create the labels in class and 
place them on the pots themselves. 

 
During class: 

1. Today we have been talking about resurrection; how we can have new life when 
we plant ourselves in God's love. So, we are going to plant a few seeds as a 
reminder of  how we can let go of  the things that hurt us so God can make them 
better. 

2. Let's start with this seed, which we will plant in the pot labeled "Fears." What 
are the fears we want to get rid of ? Encourage students to share different ideas. 
When they are done, plant the seed in the soil, saying, "God, we plant these fears in 
the soil of  your love."  

3. Now we have a seed to plant in the pot labeled "Old Hurts." What are some old 
hurts we want God to fix? Encourage students to share different ideas. When they are 
done, plant the seed in the soil, saying, "God, we plant these old hurts in the soil of  
your love."  

4. Now we have a seed to plant in the pot labeled "Anger." What are some things 
that make us angry that we want to let go? Encourage students to share different 
ideas. When they are done, plant the seed in the soil, saying, "God, we plant this anger 
in the soil of  your love."  

5. Now we will close our prayer time together. As you offer a closing prayer pour water 
into the pots. God, we give you our fear, our anger, and our old hurts, planting 
them in the soil of  your love. We know that you can bring us resurrection and 
new life. We look forward to living with more freedom, more love,  
more joy. Thank you for the promise of  resurrection. In Jesus’ name 
we pray. Amen. 
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Share love by sharing cookies.  
 
You will need: 
 Heart-shaped cookies 
 Frosting 
 Plastic knives 
 Plates 
 Napkins 

 
Before class: 

1. Before serving any food, always check with participants or caregivers for students who 
have food allergies. Provide an alternative if  necessary. 

 
During class: 

1. We have been talking for a last few weeks about the power of  God’s love. We 
heard about faith, hope, and love last week. This week we heard that God’s love 
is so great that it is even stronger than death! That is a lot of  love. 

2. To help us remember and celebrate God’s love, we will decorate and share some 
heart-shaped cookies. You will decorate one cookie, and then share it with 
someone else. When you share your cookie, be sure to remind them that God 
loves them. 

3. Give everyone supplies. Monitor to make sure each child receives a decorated cookie. 
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Optional ongoing activity. 
 
You will need: 
 Bible Book page (found at end of  lesson) 
 Cardstock or plain paper 
 Three-hole punch 
 Pens or pencils 
 Markers or crayons 
 Optional: three-ring binders, hole punch 

 

Before class: 
1. Make copies of  this week’s Bible Book page on cardstock or copy paper for each 

student. 
 

During class: 
1. Pass out Bible Book pages. 
2. Read the bottom of  the Bible Book page aloud, reminding students of  what they 

learned in the lesson. 
3. Have them put their names on their pages, and draw a picture of  something they 

particularly liked or remember from story in the middle of  the page. 
4. Optional: Collect and three-hole punch the pages, and put them in individual binders for 

each student to be kept at church until the end of  the year. If  you wish, you can 
investigate other options for binding the Bible books through a local print shop at the 
end of  the year instead of  using a three-ring binder. 
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Before ending class, make a point to come together to pray. Use the following or say your own 
prayer. 

 
Dear God, 
We thank you for the lesson of  resurrection, which shows us that new life begins right 
now, when we give you our hurts and fears. We thank you for freeing our hearts from 
fear and anger, and for filling them with love and joy. The kingdom of  God begins in 
us, right here, right now! In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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Lesson #2-36 (PK-2nd)  ⚫  May 24, 2020 Activity Sheet #2-36.A 

 
Create a symbol of  worship. 
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Play a game about things that fill us with God’s love—and things that do not. 
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Students pray while planting seeds. 

 

Anger 

 

Fear 

 

Old Hurts 
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1 Corinthians 15:1-26, 51-57 

Bible Books is com-

mon copy in  Caslon 

 

 
We can rejoice since the risen Christ will destroy death forever. 





PK-2nd 

Living the Word: Teaching Kids God’s Story 

Narrative Lectionary, Year 2 (2019-2020) 
Lesson #2-36 

1 Corinthians 15:1-26, 51-57  
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Often when we encounter teaching on resurrection 
the focus is on the future, on the time of our physical 
death and what will happen next. Not only is this 
conceptually difficult for children to understand, it is 
also a fairly narrow understanding of the concept 
itself. Jesus' teachings often focused on this day, this 
moment, encouraging us to live as free, transformed 
people in the here and now. We do not have to live in 
fear of death because we understand that we are 
sustained and empowered by God's eternal love, now 
and in every moment. 

We can rejoice since the risen Christ will destroy 
death forever.  

Fellowship has the power to bring comfort and hope 
to those who are troubled, afflicted, or at a loss for 
ways to act. Gathering in times of sorrow and of joy 
is a sign of deep and meaningful fellowship. Look 
through old family photos together, and share stories 
of those who have died. Celebrate the influence these 
people had on your life. 

The New Beginning 
A few books of the Bible are apocalypses. An 
apocalypse is a religious text that focuses on revealing 
secrets about the heavenly order and the end of the 
world. Apocalypses are written for a community facing 
persecution. The persecution is described as being part 
of God’s ultimate plan. Believers are called to remain 
faithful. At the center is a message of hope for the 
oppressed community: God will provide an end to 
suffering and will dwell with the faithful forever.  

Paul described the exact opposite of division and quarreling in last week’s lesson as he described self-giving love 
(1 Corinthians 13:1-13). 

Paul focuses his teaching on clarifying the concept of resurrection. The Corinthians were arguing about this 
belief, and Paul points out that it is not a matter of just raising the dead, but of new life in God’s kingdom  
(1 Corinthians 15:1-26, 51-57).  

Next week is the final reading in this year’s lectionary. The end is shown to be a beginning, in which the Holy 
Spirit comes to the community of believers. The 1 Corinthians passage describes how the Spirit gives each of us 
gifts so that we together can be a complete body of Christ (Acts 2:1-4; 1 Corinthians 12:1-13).  



Sunday—Read 1 Corinthians 15:51-57  
Death, the last enemy. 
Share a story of one person who has died who had an impact on your life.  

Monday—Read 1 Corinthians 16:1-9  
Collection for the saints. 
Make a plan for giving to the church.  

Tuesday—Read 1 Corinthians 16:10-14  
Timothy and Apollos 
Invite a young person to your home and share hospitality with them. 

Wednesday—Read 1 Corinthians 16:15-24  
Final greetings. 
Write a letter to someone you have not seen for a while. 

Thursday—Read 2 Corinthians 1:3-7  
A prayer of blessing. 
Read this text as a family prayer for the rest of the week. 

Friday—Read 2 Corinthians 1:8-14  
The travails of Paul. 
What challenges have you faced this week? What has helped you to get through them?  

Saturday—Read Acts 2:1-4  
Pentecost. 
Have a birthday party for the church! Talk about the many ways the church has impacted your family's lives, and 
ways in which the church continues to make a difference in the world around you. 
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Lesson #2-36 
1 Corinthians 15:1-26, 

51-57  

@ HOME 

Use the questions below or other questions you think of to discuss today’s Scripture reading (listed 
above) with your family.   

 In what way does this text teach about our theme of The Power of God’s Love? 

 What does this scripture have to do with our lives today? 

 What part of this scripture is the most interesting to you? Why?? 

As you hear and study these stories each week, consider what God has to say to you and your family. 
What is God’s message to us? How should we respond?  

Family Discussions 

Family Devotions 


