
 
1 © 2014-2019 Spirit and Truth Publishing—All Rights Reserved 

 Key Verse:  

And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of  these is 
love.  
1 Corinthians 13:13  
 

The Point: 

God's love is the greatest gift we can receive and share. 
 

Making Connections:    

The Power of  God’s Love 

 Bible Nuts & Bolts:    

What are the Epistles (Letters)? 
 

Spiritual Practice:    

Fellowship 

Lesson #2-35 

Sunday, May 17, 2020 

 
1 Corinthians 13:1-13 PK-2nd 
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Lesson #2-35 (PK-2nd) May 17, 2020 

 
 

Make a cross. 

  Markers 
 Craft sticks 
 Glue dots or craft glue 
 

Color a symbol of hope. 
 

  Activity Sheet #2-35.A 
 Crayons 
 

Make hearts. 
 

  Play clay 
 

  

Talk about what you love. 
 

 Photos of people, places or things you 
love 

 

  

Learn about letters. 

 Bibles 
 Paper 
 Crayons 
 Envelopes 
 

  

Act out the story as a group. 

 Activity Sheet #2-35.B  
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Lesson #2-35 (PK-2nd) May 17, 2020 

 

Showing love for other people. 

 Activity Sheet #2-35.C 
 Cardstock 
 Pens or pencils 
 Scissors 
 Basket  
 

  

Sing a traditional children’s song. 

 None 
 

  

Use hand motions to learn the day’s Key Verse. 

 Activity Sheet #2-35.D 
 

Learn how to love God and love others. 

 Activity Sheet #2-35.E 
 Scissors 
 Tape 
 Whiteboard or mural paper 
 Marker  
 

Write a class litany to share in worship. 

 White board or mural paper 
 Marker 
 Paper 
 Pencils or crayons 
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Lesson #2-35 (PK-2nd) May 17, 2020 

  

Optional ongoing activity. 

 Bible Book page (found at end of lesson) 
 Cardstock or plain paper 
 Pens or pencils 
 Markers or crayons 
 Optional: three-ring binders, hole 

punch 
 

 None 
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Lesson #2-35 (PK-2nd) May 17, 2020 

 
Making Connections 
Last week, students were introduced to the 
Christian church in Corinth. In today’s story, your 
students will hear a portion of Paul’s letter to the 
Corinthians, specifically calling on them to live 
lives of love. 
 

Story Summary:  
The Greatest of  These Is Love 
The passage in 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 is well 
known. Paul’s writings about love are read at many 
weddings, though this passage has a bigger 
meaning to it. In this Letter to the Corinthians, 
Paul is doing more than telling people to love one 
another—he is inviting them to be in communion 
with one another through the Church. 
 
The Corinthian church struggled in many of the 
same ways the Church struggles today: differences 
in thinking, desires for power, and conflicting 
attitudes toward one another bring division to the 
people of God. In this passage, Paul reminds the 
Corinthians (and us) that we are one Body of 
Christ and we should love God and other people 
equally, no matter who they are. He reminds us 
that the greatest of the gifts God has given us is 
love, and we must share that love with everyone 
that we meet. 
 

The Point 
God's love is the greatest gift we can receive 
and share. 
We are called to love God and others. The 
challenge in this passage still rings true to us today. 
As Christians, we are invited to show that the 
greatest of all things is love. We are invited to love 
God through worship and prayer and to love 
others through service and fellowship. By doing 
these things, we can preach the good news of 
God’s love and break down the barriers that 
divide our world today.  
 

Bible Nuts & Bolts:  
What Are the Epistles (Letters)? 
The Epistles are a collection of 21 books in the New 
Testament. An epistle is a letter and many of the 
epistles were letters written to churches to help solve 
problems or to encourage them in their ministry. 
These letters are usually called occasional letters 
because they were written to address specific 
situations (occasions). The first 13 epistles were 
written by Paul or by someone writing in his name. 
Writing in someone else’s name was common during 
this time because it gave added authority to the letter. 
The anonymous Book of Hebrews is usually called an 
epistle, though some consider it to be a sermon 
instead. The remaining epistles are called the Catholic 
Epistles because they were written to a general 
audience. 
 

Spiritual Practice: Fellowship 
Fellowship is an essential ingredient of our story, just 
as it is an essential ingredient of our lives. Paul 
demonstrated the spiritual practice of fellowship over 
and over as he traveled across many lands, bringing 
people together by sharing the good news of God. 
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Lesson #2-35 (PK-2nd)  ⚫  May 17, 2020 

Story Centers are mini-activities designed specifically for preschool and kindergarten students. 
Depending on the size of  your class, you can set these up as centers for in-class rotations or 
do them as a whole class one after another. In most preschool and kindergarten classes, these 
centers along with a snack, the “Learning the Story” activity, and the “Living the Story” 
activity will fill the education time, but feel free to choose any activity you think would be fun 
and appropriate for your class. 

 

Provide craft sticks and glue dots or craft glue. Students decorate craft sticks and use them 
to make crosses. 

Provide copies of  Activity Sheet #2-35.A and crayons. Students use the Activity Sheet to 
color a dove, an image of  hope. Read the verse at the bottom of  the sheet as students 
color.  

Students will make hearts out of  play clay. 
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Lesson #2-35 (PK-2nd) May 17, 2020 

Talk about what you love. 
 
You will need: 
 Photos of  people, places, or things that you love. 

 
Before class: 

1. Collect some photos of  people, places, and things that you love. These can be personal 
photos, or photos from magazines or printed off  the Internet. 

 
During class: 

1. Today we are going to tell each other about some of  the things we love. First, I 
am going to share with you some of  the things that I love. 

2. Show students the photos you have collected. Share with them each thing, and why you 
love it. 

3. These are some of  the things I love. Now tell me, what are some things that you 
love? [Accept all answers.] 

4. Many of  you probably love family, friends, or other people. How do you show 
these people how much you love them? [Answers will vary, but may include: telling them, 
being kind to them, helping them when they need it, etc.] 

5. Today’s story tells us all about love and reminds us about how we can love other 
people. 
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Lesson #2-35 (PK-2nd) May 17, 2020 

Learn about letters. 
 
You will need: 
 Bibles 
 Paper 
 Crayons 
 Envelopes 

 
During class: 

1. There are a lot of  different kinds of  writing in the Bible. There are some poems 
and some songs, and some stories and some history, and even some letters. The 
Bible stories that we are reading right now are letters. 

2. Do you know what a letter is? Allow students to answer. What kinds of  things do 
people write letters about? [Just to say “hi,” to send holiday wishes, to share comfort when 
someone is sick or sad, to send news.] 

3. One of  the people who wrote a lot of  letters in the Bible is Paul. He wrote letters 
to churches that he had visited. Show students some of  Paul’s letters in the Bible. 
Paul wrote letters to the people in the churches in Rome, Corinth (twice), Galatia 
[ga-LAY-sha], Ephesus [EF-eh-sus], Philippi [FIL-ip-pie], Colossae [co-LOSS-eye], 
and Thessalonica (twice) and to individuals such as Timothy (twice), Titus and 
Philemon [fil-LAY-mon]. Sometimes Paul wrote to thank the churches and 
people. Sometimes he wrote to encourage them, or to help them. And sometimes 
he wrote to remind them about things that they should be doing. 

4. We are going to write letters to each other, just like Paul wrote. Give everyone a 
piece of  paper, envelopes, and crayons. Take a piece of  paper and write or draw a 
picture that you want to give to someone else in class. You can send them a 
smile, or a hug, a nice word, or maybe just a happy picture. After you have 
written or drawn your picture, you can fold the paper and put it in an envelope 
before you share your message with your friend. 

5. Allow students time to work. Make sure that each child receives letters. 
6. It is important to share our kind thoughts with our friends. Just like 

Paul, we can do that by talking to each other, or by writing letters. 
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Lesson #2-35 (PK-2nd) May 17, 2020 

Act out the story as a group. 
 
You will need: 
 Activity Sheet #2-35.B  

 
Before class: 

1. Make a copy of  Activity Sheet #2-35.B for each student. 
2. Read through the storytelling script on the Activity Sheet so that you are familiar with it. 

 
During class: 

1. Use the script on Activity Sheet #2-35.B to tell the story aloud once. Act out the story 
using the instructions given on the script. 

2. Read the story aloud a second time, inviting students to act out the story with you as you 
tell it. 

3. If  you have time, read through the story again. This time, encourage students to act out 
the story for you, without your help. 

4. Discuss the following: 
• In this story what does Paul say people should do? [Love each other.] 
• What are some ways you love people? [Help them, be nice to them, etc.] 
• Why do you think it is important for us to love other people? Accept all answers. 

5. Send home a copy of  Activity Sheet #2-35.B with each student. 
6. Optional activity for older students: Divide the class into small groups of  three or four 

each. Invite groups to use the storytelling script on the Activity Sheet to create their own 
actions for the story. Invite each group to share their re-telling of  the story with the 
class. 
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Lesson #2-35 (PK-2nd) May 17, 2020 

Showing love for other people. 
 

You will need: 
 Activity Sheet #2-35.C 
 Scissors 
 Cardstock 
 Pens or pencils 
 Basket 

 
Before class: 

1. Make enough copies of  Activity Sheet #2-35.C onto cardstock so that each student gets 
one or two hearts. 

2. Cut out the heart cards. 
 
During class: 

1. Invite students to sit in a circle. Place the basket in the center. 
2. Today’s story reminds us that we should love other people. One way that we can 

show love for other people is by being kind to them. What are some ways that we 
can show how much we love others? Let’s share some ideas. 

3. Hand each student one or two heart cards. Think of  a way that you can love others by 
being kind or helpful to them. 

4. Give students a pencil or pen, and invite them to write their thoughts on a heart. For 
younger students who are unable to write, invite them to draw, or write their ideas on the 
card for them. 

5. What are some ways that you can love others by being kind or helping them? 
Invite students to share what they wrote on their card. 

6. Once everyone has shared what is on their card, invite students to hold their cards in the 
air. 

7. As students hold their hearts in the air, pray the following prayer: Dear God, we know 
that you love us so much! We also know that there are other people in the 
world who need to know love, too. Help us love others every day. Amen. 

8. After saying the prayer, invite students to place their hearts in the basket as 
an offering to God. 
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Lesson #2-35 (PK-2nd) May 17, 2020 

Sing a traditional children’s song. 

Jesus loves me, this I know, 
For the Bible tells me so. 
Little ones to him belong, 
They are weak, but he is strong. 
 
Yes! Jesus loves me! 
Yes! Jesus loves me! 
Yes! Jesus loves me! 
The Bible tells me so. 
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Lesson #2-35 (PK-2nd) May 17, 2020 

Use hand motions to learn today’s Key Verse. 
 
You will need: 
 Activity Sheet #2-35.D 
 Paper 

 
Before class: 

1. Make a copy of  Activity Sheet #2-35.D for each student. 
2. Practice saying the Bible verse with the hand motions. 

 
During class: 

1. Today’s story reminds us that love is powerful and important. Let’s learn a Bible 
verse that reminds us of  this lesson. Repeat what I say and what I do. 

2. Invite students to stand somewhere in the room where they can move around. 
3. Say the first part of  the verse on Activity Sheet #2-35.D while showing the hand 

motions. After you say the part, invite students to join you in saying the part of  the 
verse while doing the hand motions. 

4. After you have worked through each part of  the Bible verse, say the verse together with 
the hand motions several times. 

5. Send home a copy of  Activity Sheet #2-35.D with each student so that they can practice 
the verse at home. 
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Lesson #2-35 (PK-2nd) May 17, 2020 

Learn how to love God and love others.  
 
You will need: 
 Activity Sheet #2-35.E 
 Paper 
 Scissors 
 Tape 
 Whiteboard or mural paper 
 Marker  

 
Before class: 

1. Make enough copies of  Activity Sheet #2-35.E so that each student has several paper 
hearts. Use scissors to cut out the paper hearts. 

2. Using a marker, divide a whiteboard or poster paper in half. On one side, write “GOD.” 
On the other side, write “OTHER PEOPLE.” 

 
During class: 

1. Today’s story tells us we should all love God and love other people. Let’s play a 
game that reminds us to do these things! 

2. Divide students into two teams. Give each student some paper hearts and tape. 
3. At your signal, the first person on each team should read what is on their first paper 

heart, put some tape on it, and then run to the board or banner. If  the action on the 
heart is a way you can love God, then you will stick it on the side of  the board 
that says “GOD.” If  the action is a way that you can love another person, then 
you will stick it on the side that says “OTHER PEOPLE.” 

4. After sticking their heart, the person will run back to their team and tag the next person 
in line. That person then will read what is on their paper heart, then run and stick the 
heart on the correct side of  the board or paper. Then, they must run back to their team 
and tag the next person in line. 

5. Players should continue the relay race until each person has stuck all of  their hearts on 
the banner. The first team to stick all of  their hearts on the banner wins. 

6. What are some ways we can love God and love others? Let’s find out. Read 
through the hearts on the board or banner together. 

 
 

 



 

14 © 2014-2019 Spirit and Truth Publishing—All Rights Reserved 

Lesson #2-35 (PK-2nd) May 17, 2020 

Write a class litany to share in worship.  
 
You will need: 
 White board or mural paper 
 Marker 
 Paper 
 Pencils or crayons  

 
Before class: 

1. Schedule a time to share the litany in worship. If  possible, schedule a time when kids can 
help lead the litany. 

2. If  students are younger and will be drawing their prayer petitions, find a way to project 
the drawings during the reading in worship while the students (or a teacher) say what 
they love. 

 
During class: 

1. We are going to work together to write a prayer for our church family. The prayer 
is a simple one that has a response that repeats over and over, so we can all help 
lead it. To write our prayer, the first thing we need to do is decide what our 
repeated response will be. Our prayer will be about love, so let’s create a response 
from our lesson today that has to do with love. Maybe we want to say “The 
greatest of  these is love!” or “Love one another.” Discuss the response as a group 
and write it on the white board or mural paper. 

2. For the next part, we will write or draw things that we are thankful for, or things 
that we love. To do this, each of  you will write one thing on a piece of  paper. 
When everyone has one, we will write a list of  them all on this white board. 

3. Give students time to write and draw. When they are finished, write their ideas on the 
board.  

4. Practice reading through the prayer litany as a group. Perhaps each person would like to 
read their own prayer sentence, with all responding together.  

5. If  they will be sharing the litany in worship, make sure that parents and guardians know 
the details and date. 
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Lesson #2-35 (PK-2nd) May 17, 2020 

Optional ongoing activity. 
 
You will need: 
 Bible Book page (found at end of  lesson) 
 Cardstock or plain paper 
 Three-hole punch 
 Pens or pencils 
 Markers or crayons 
 Optional: three-ring binders, hole punch 

 

Before class: 
1. Make copies of  this week’s Bible Book page on cardstock or copy paper for each 

student. 
 

During class: 
1. Pass out Bible Book pages. 
2. Read the bottom of  the Bible Book page aloud, reminding students of  what they 

learned in the lesson. 
3. Have them put their names on their pages, and draw a picture of  something they 

particularly liked or remember from story in the middle of  the page. 
4. Optional: Collect and three-hole punch the pages, and put them in individual binders for 

each student to be kept at church until the end of  the year. If  you wish, you can 
investigate other options for binding the Bible books through a local print shop at the 
end of  the year instead of  using a three-ring binder. 
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Lesson #2-35 (PK-2nd) May 17, 2020 

Before ending class, make a point to come together to pray. Use the following or say your own 
prayer: 
 
Dear God, 
Thank you for loving us. Help us remember to always love you and love other people. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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Lesson #2-35 (PK-2nd)  ⚫  May 17, 2020 Activity Sheet #2-35.A 

 
Color a symbol of  hope. 

And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of  these is love.  

1 Corinthians 13:13 
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Lesson #2-35 (PK-2nd)  ⚫  May 17, 2020 Activity Sheet #2-35.B 

 
Act out the story as a group. 

 

Paul once wrote a letter to the Corinthian church. He talked about love.  

(Act like you are writing a letter to someone.) 

 

He wrote about how love is powerful, and it makes our lives important.  

(Cross your arms over your chest.) 

 

Anything we say to people, even things we tell them about God, does not mean 
anything unless we say it with love!  

(Cup your hands around your mouth and shout “Love is important!”) 

 

What is love? It is being patient, kind, and polite to other people.  

(Turn to the person standing next to you, shake their hand, and say “hello.”) 

 

Love protects and helps us.  

(Hold your hands in front of  you, with your palms facing away from you. Then, clasp your 
hands together.) 

 

Love also lasts forever. God’s love will never go away!  

(Open your arms wide, and turn around in a circle.) 

 

Faith, hope, and love are important. But the most important of  these things is love. 
(Cross your arms over your chest.) 

 

We should always love God and love other people, no matter what.  

(Turn to a friend, give them a hug or a high five, and say “I love you!”) 
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Lesson #2-35 (PK-2nd)  ⚫  May 17, 2020 Activity Sheet #2-35.C 

 
Showing love for other people. 
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Lesson #2-35 (PK-2nd)  ⚫  May 17, 2020 Activity Sheet #2-35.D 

 
Use hand motions to learn the day’s Key Verse. 

Part of  Verse 

  

Hand Motion 

  

And now faith, 

  

Make a cross with your fingers. 

  

  

Hope, 

  

  

Raise both hands above your head. 

  

And love abide, 

  

  

Cross your arms over your chest. 

  

These three; 

  

  

Raise three fingers into the air. 

  

and the greatest of  these 

  

  

Open your arms wide. 

  

is love. 

  

Cross your arms over your chest. 
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Lesson #2-35 (PK-2nd)  ⚫  May 17, 2020 Activity Sheet #2-35.E 

 
Learn how to love God and love others. 

Singing in church 

Reading the 
Bible 

Thanking 
God for 

something 

Collecting 
food for a 

pantry 

Telling 
others 

about Jesus 

Giving a 
hug to 

someone 
who is sad 

Being nice 
to a brother 

or sister 

Cooking for 
someone 

who is sick 

Helping 
someone cross 

the street 
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Lesson #2-35 (PK-2nd)  ⚫  May 17, 2020 Bible Book 

 
1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

Bible Books is com-

mon copy in  Caslon 

 

 
God’s love is the greatest gift we can receive and share. 





PK-2nd 

Living the Word: Teaching Kids God’s Story 

Narrative Lectionary, Year 2 (2019-2020) 
Lesson #2-35 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
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The passage in 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 is well known. 
Paul’s writings about love are read at many weddings, 
though this passage has a bigger meaning to it. In his 
letter to the Corinthians, Paul is doing more than 
telling people to love one another—he is inviting them 
to be in communion with one another through the 
Church. Paul reminds the Corinthians (and us) that we 
are one Body of Christ and we should love God and 
other people equally, no matter who they are.    

God's love is the greatest gift we can receive and 
share.  

Fellowship is an essential ingredient of our story, just 
as it is an essential ingredient of our lives. Paul 
demonstrated the spiritual practice of fellowship over 
and over as he traveled across many lands, bringing 
people together by sharing the good news of God. 
Bring people in your neighborhood this week for a 
meal or party. 

What Are the Epistles (Letters)? 
The Epistles are a collection of 21 books in the New 
Testament. An epistle is a letter and many of the 
epistles were letters written to churches to help solve 
problems or to encourage them in their ministry. 
These letters are usually called occasional letters 
because they were written to address specific 
situations (occasions). The first 13 epistles were 
written by Paul or by someone writing in his name. 
Writing in someone else’s name was common during 
this time because it gave added authority to the letter. 
The Book of Hebrews is usually called an epistle, 
though some consider it to be a sermon instead. The 
remaining epistles are called the Catholic Epistles 
because they were written to a general audience.  

Last week brought the story of Paul with a congregation in Corinth. Paul has a contentious relationship with 
this group (Acts 18:1-4; 1 Corinthians 1:10-18). 

Paul describes the exact opposite of division and quarreling in today’s lesson as he describes self-giving love 
(1 Corinthians 13:1-13).  

Next week, Paul focuses his teaching on clarifying the concept of resurrection. The Corinthians were arguing 
about this belief, and Paul points out that it is not a matter of just raising the dead, but of new life in God’s 
kingdom (1 Corinthians 15:1-26, 51-57).  



Sunday—Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-13  
The greatest of these is love. 
Draw or cut out paper hearts so each person can give one to each family member. Write or draw on the hearts the 
things you love most about each person.  

Monday—Read 1 Corinthians 14:26-33  
Building up the body of Christ. 
Talk about the gift that you think you bring to the church. If family members have trouble, help them realize their 
gifts.  

Tuesday—Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-11  
Proclaiming resurrection. 
Paul used to persecute the church, but God still used him. What is one negative trait you have that God works 
through? 

Wednesday—Read 1 Corinthians 15:12-19  
The risen Christ. 
What one thing do you look for most at the resurrection?  

Thursday—Read 1 Corinthians 15:20-26  
Christ the first fruits. 
Christ has even defeated death! What does this mean to you?  

Friday—Read 1 Corinthians 15:30-41  
Heavenly bodies and earthly bodies. 
Draw a picture of what you think you will look like in heaven. 

Saturday—Read 1 Corinthians 15:42-50  
Physical and spiritual bodies. 
We exercise to take care of our physical bodies. Talk about things you can do to take care of your spiritual body. 
Which “body” is more difficult to care for? Why?  
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Lesson #2-35 
1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

@ HOME 

Use the questions below or other questions you think of to discuss today’s Scripture reading (listed 
above) with your family.   

 In what way does this text teach about our theme of The Power of God’s Love? 

 What does this scripture have to do with our lives today? 

 What part of this scripture is the most interesting to you? Why? 

As you hear and study these stories each week, consider what God has to say to you and your family. 
What is God’s message to us? How should we respond?  

Family Discussions 

Family Devotions 


