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Is death the end? The apostle Paul writes to the church at Corinth to answer that 
question with a resounding no. And he answers it by reminding them of a resounding 

yes: the fact that Jesus rose from the dead means that death has been defeated for good.  

God’s love is expressed no more powerfully than in the act of conquering death. We all need 
to be reminded that if death cannot keep us from God, nothing can.  

Death, the Last Enemy 

As Paul winds down his letter to the 

Corinthians, he helps them face the reality 

of death. He shows them that Christ’s 

resurrection from the dead is important in 

the present and the future. Christ’s defeat of 

death is an essential part of the gospel Paul 

longs for them to live into more fully. He 

starts by reminding them that Jesus was 

raised from death. Paul tells them that 

Jesus’ resurrection means something real: 

the defeat of death. It shows that Jesus is 

who he says he is, the Son of God and the 

deliverer the people of God had long 

expected. His rising to life introduced a new 

way of life, the kingdom, and a life we can 

begin to live in now and will one day live 

even more fully.  

 

 

Lesson @ A Glance 
#2-36: Death, the Last Enemy 
1 Corinthians 15:1-26, 51-57 

 

The Point: We can rejoice since the 
risen Christ will destroy death forever. 
 
Making Connections: The Power of 
God’s Love 
 
Spiritual Practice Emphasis: 
Fellowship 
 
Bible Nuts & Bolts: The New 
Beginning 
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We can rejoice since the risen Christ will 

destroy death forever. Jesus rose from the 

dead. That is just the beginning of real and 

lasting life for us all. Just as one man, 

Adam, brought sin and death into the 

world, so one man, Jesus, brings life. Since 

Jesus defeated death, it means that we too 

will one day rise. Death has no claim on us. 
 

Jesus’ resurrection was a sign of the new beginning. Bible scholar N.T. Wright describes 

it this way: It was “the moment when the one true God appointed the man through 

whom the whole cosmos would be brought back into its proper order.” With his 

resurrection, Jesus’ reign has begun, but it is not yet complete. This is why we pray 

“Your kingdom come, your will be done” when we pray the Lord’s Prayer. One day 

God will restore everything—death will be defeated forever and we will live in a 

restored and remade world. The Scriptures give us wonderful glimpses of that ultimate 

reality, such as today’s 

passage and in other places 

in both the Old and New 

Testaments. Look up  

Isaiah 2:1-4 and 

Revelation 21:3-5 for more 

pictures God has given us 

of the new creation.  

 

Those we fellowship with in 

God’s kingdom today we 

will live with forever in 

God’s eternal kingdom. Who 

in the Body of Christ can 

you celebrate life with this 

week? Call that person and 

count your blessings 

together.   

But thanks be to God, 
who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  
1 Corinthians 15:57 

How can you lead the youth into 
contemplation of the full story of God’s 
redemptive plan even as we witness 
death and decay in the world today?  
 
As we ponder the truth of Christ’s 
resurrection, how will you help the youth 
understand the “now and not yet” of our 
faith?  
 
How can you help the youth understand 
that it is natural for humans to 
experience doubt at times without 
encouraging or validating doubt ?  
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Overview, Objectives, and Materials You’ll Need 

 
What Is Your Story? 
Sharing family stories important to identity. 

 
The Heart of the Gospel 
Exploring the passage in two translations. 

 

Christ Has Been Raised 
Reflecting on the reality of the resurrection. 
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The God of Green Hope 
Planting seeds in pots of encouragement. 
  

 

Creed 
Listening to Rich Mullins’ song 
“Creed.”. 
 

 

Old Life, New Life 
Handling unknown old and new items. 

 

Life from Death 
Working on spring gardening projects. 
  

 

The Lord Is Risen Indeed 
Leading a communal mediation. 
 

 

Death, the Last Enemy 
Discussing today’s story. 
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What Is Your Story? (10 minutes) 
Sharing family stories important to identity.  

 

1. Optional: search the Internet for an example of a family tree or 

genealogy chart to print and show the youth.  

 

1. Optional: show the family tree or genealogy chart..  

2. It can be a wonderful feeling to be part of a family. Whether we are born into a family or 

adopted into it, it is good for us to know we have a place in that family. Sometimes one of the 

ordinary ways we celebrate being a family is by telling a story or relating an event that is 

important to our family’s history.  

3. Give each person a moment to share, if they feel open to sharing, a brief story or a past event that 

is important to their family. You might want to open the sharing time by sharing a brief family 

story or event of your own.  

4. In today’s Scripture passage, the Apostle Paul reminds the Christians in Corinth about one 

of the most important events that ever happened in the family of faith: the resurrection of 

Jesus. 
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The Heart of the Gospel (15 minutes) 

Exploring the passage in two translations. 

 

1. For youth to get the most out of this lesson and become comfortable 

using their Bibles, it is recommended that youth have personal Bibles 

to mark in for this activity. If this is not possible for one or more 

youth, please provide printed copies of the day's Bible text. 

 

1. For the past two weeks, we have been reading from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians. 

This week our passage comes from near the end of Paul’s letter. This is another important 

part of his teaching to the Christians in Corinth. Some of them decided that there was no 

resurrection from the dead. Paul assures them that death is not the final word because Jesus 

defeated death.  

2. Distribute the printed copies of the text in two versions. Explain that you will be reading the 

passage in a traditional translation and in a paraphrase written in contemporary English that will 

help them to understand Paul’s teaching. Encourage the youth to read both versions all the way 

through. 

3. Once the youth are finished reading, divide them into three groups. Divide the passage into three 

units: verses 1-11, 12-19, and 20-26, and have each group work on understanding their part of the 

passage so they can explain its main point to the whole group.  

4. Ask the youth to present their findings to the group. If they have not come up with something 

close to the following, help them to look again at the passage to see some of its main points:  

• Verses 1-11: Jesus died for our sins and was truly raised from the dead on the third day; we 

know this from the accounts of those to whom he appeared after his resurrection, which 

included Peter, hundreds of other disciples, and Paul.  

• Verses 12-19: If Jesus was not truly raised, then their faith and all they are building their 

lives on is in vain, and the witnesses would be liars; without Jesus’ resurrection, they 

would be lost and without hope; but Christ has been raised, and he is just the first of all 

those who will be raised after death because of him.  

• Verses 20-26: Just as one man, Adam, brought death into the world, one man, Christ, 

brought life; that Christ was raised first but that those in Christ will also one day be raised; 

that Jesus has defeated death. 
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Christ Has Been Raised (15 minutes) 
Reflecting on the reality of the resurrection. 

 

1. Invite the youth into a discussion about death. Be sensitive to the 

personal and painful aspect of this discussion. Do not force anyone to 

share.  

• Have you ever worried about a time in the future when you will have to say goodbye to 

someone you love?  

• Have you ever experienced the death of someone you loved or felt overwhelmed by 

reports of death in the news? 

• What are some ways in which Jesus’ defeat of death, and our trust in Jesus, can help us 

when we still have to face the reality of death today?  

3. After the youth reflect on their experiences of facing the reality of death, and the ways in which 

their focus on Jesus’ resurrection can help them to face this reality, invite them into a time of 

contemplation and prayer.  

4. Many things in this world can make us anxious, including death. Whether it is thinking of 

our own death one day or considering the death of someone we love, sometimes we feel sad 

and afraid. Our passage today reminds us of Jesus’ defeat of death, and how his resurrection 

began to make all things new. Focus your mind and heart on how Jesus overcame death. 

Breathe slowly and gently. We can rejoice since the risen Christ will destroy death forever. 
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The God of Green Hope (15 minutes) 
Planting seeds in pots of encouragement. 

 

1. We can rejoice since the risen Christ will destroy death 

forever. Let’s encourage others with the message of life by 

planting seeds that will bring new life. 

2. While reflecting on Jesus’ resurrection as the “first fruits” of 

resurrected life, guide the youth as they plant seeds in small pots 

to give away to those in need of encouragement. 

3. Optional: write encouraging life-giving messages on the pots. 

4. Challenge to youth to find someone to give their pots of encouragement to this week. 
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Creed (15 minutes)
Listening to Rich Mullins’ song “Creed.”  

 
 

 

1. Locate Rich Mullins’ song “Creed,” and prepare to play it. 

 

 

1. Play “Creed” sung by Rich Mullins. This song is a version of the Apostle’s Creed. It also 

includes reflection on how what we believe shapes us. 

2. A creed is a statement of belief. It is an outline of some of the important things that we 

believe in the family of faith, and it gets passed on to us from previous generations. If your 

congregation regularly says an historic creed, you might want to recite it together now.  

3. There is a creedal statement in 1 Corinthians 15. Can you spot it? It is a list of truths that 

have been handed down and “received” by Paul. If the youth are not able to find it right away, 

guide them to verses 3-8.  

4. An important part of our belief is that the risen Christ will destroy death forever. This gives 

us reason to rejoice. 
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Old Life, New Life (15 minutes) 
Handling unknown old and new items. 

 

 

1. Come up with a number of “old” and “new” items. Some new items 

might include a never opened bottle of juice or soda, an unsharpened 

pencil with its full eraser; an unopened package of cookies or chips, a 

brand new pair of shoelaces, fresh grass clippings or new leaves, a stick 

of gum in its wrapper, a slick and shiny coin. Some old items might 

include an empty soda can, a bent paperclip, a package of chips opened and sealed with a chip clip, 

a knotted and worn pair or shoestrings, dry leaves or a broken stick, a soft piece of fruit starting to 

get too ripe, a coin that has a thick tarnish, a broken plastic fork, a toy car with a missing wheel, a 

watercolor paint set with some of the colors dried or missing.  

2. Place three boxes in a row. Place your jumble of old and new objects in the middle box, and put a 

lid on it so players cannot see what is inside. Put an empty box on either side of the box in the 

middle. 

 

1. Before letting the youth into the game area, tell them about the three boxes. You will lead each 

person, blindfolded, into the room and help them to open the box. They will take out one object. 

Using only their hands and perhaps their nose for smelling they will feel the object and decide if it 

is old or new. If it is old, they will place it in the left-hand box. If it is new, they will place it in the 

right-hand box. 

2. To make this more fun and interactive, you might divide the youth into two teams and have a 

player from one team blindfold and lead a player from the other team over to the box. If you do 

this, make sure you reserve at least half of your original objects somewhere so that you can fill the 

middle box again for a second round and let the teams reverse roles.  

2. After all objects have been sorted into boxes, gather round and see how well the players did. Let 

each player try to identify which object they placed in the box and explain how they knew it 

should be placed in either the old or new box.  

3. Optionally, you might have players try to come up with a creative way to use the old items to 

create something new.  

4. We can rejoice since the risen Christ will destroy death forever that Jesus transforms old life 

into new.  
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Life from Death (15 minutes)
Working on spring gardening projects. 

 

 

1. Have a potential gardening project in mind, or be ready to solicit the 

youths’ suggestions. To get you started, look for ways the youth can 

help people in need: a community garden project in a nearby urban 

area, yards and garden beds of aging parishioners, etc. Or, if your 

church has a yard or green space, this could be a project they could 

do for a few minutes during their current meeting time. If so, you 

would need to have cleanup supplies on hand. Since it might take 

longer to actually clear the space, you could set up another workday 

for the youth to participate in. Or you could set up a separate project time and place from the 

beginning, in which case you can use group time to brainstorm the cleanup supplies you will need. 

The youth may be able to volunteer to bring some supplies from home for the later project.  

 

 

1. Our service project this week is to work on a spring gardening project to benefit someone in 

the community. Since it is May, this will mainly consist in clearing decaying leaves, weeds, 

and rock fragments and preparing garden beds for new life and growth.  

2. As we work on the project and bring life to the garden or yard, let’s think about how Jesus’ 

resurrection brought new life to each of us. Keep in mind that his victory over death allows 

us to have eternal life with him. 
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The Lord Is Risen Indeed (15 minutes)
Leading a communal mediation. 

 

 

1. Easter Sunday may feel long past, but it is still the Easter season. 

Today we are going to write a communal prayer that uses the 

traditional Easter proclamation: “The Lord is risen indeed!” as a 

repeated response.  

2. Read Psalm 136, with its repetition of the line “For his steadfast love endures forever” to provide a 

model on which to build the prayer.  

3. Distribute pens, paper, and Bibles and have the youth look up Romans 8:31-38. 

4. Help the youth structure their meditation based on the words of this passage, which talks about 

nothing being able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus. In this passage, Paul 

is asking if anything can separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus. His answer is a 

resounding no. Encourage the youth to write affirmative statements based on the passage, such as 

“Jesus was raised and is at the right hand of God, interceding for us” (verse 34) and “Hardship and 

distress can’t separate us from the love of God” (verse 35).  

5. The response line “The Lord is risen indeed!” can be interspersed through the affirmative 

statements once they are written. If the youth want to vary it a little, they can alternate responses 

by using the first part of the Easter acclamation “Alleluia, Christ is risen!” after one statement, and 

then switching to “The Lord is risen indeed!” after the next.  

6. Give the youth the opportunity to rehearse reading the meditation once it is written, and help them 

contact the pastor to find a time when they can lead the wider congregation in the responsive 

reading.  
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(5 minutes)

 

 

Review: 

• What does Paul say his faith and teaching is based upon? 

• What is the ultimate victory as a result of the resurrection? 

 

 

Prayer: 

Put hands over eyes like searching for something in the distance. Pray, “We look for you to come 

again, Lord Jesus. Amen.” 

 

 

 
Remember to send “The Story @ Home” take home sheet with the youth before dismissing them. 
 

 



 15 

 

© 2015-2019 Spirit and Truth Publishing—All Rights Reserved 

If you break into small groups (or are a small group), use the following questions to discuss the day’s 
Bible passage and how it relates to your lives. Make a copy of this sheet for each member of the group 
and provide pencils or pens. Encourage each other to take a moment to write your response in words or 
doodles before discussing out loud. 
 
Start your time by going around your group and asking each member (adults included) to share a high 
point and a low point from the past week. 
 

Opening Prayer 
Lord, help us to know the freedom found in the victory you have over death. Amen. 
 

Understand 
? Tell the Easter story as Paul did in his letter to the Corinthians. 

? Why is Paul’s preaching in vain if Jesus did not rise from the dead? 

? What is the last enemy of God to be destroyed? 

 

Wrestle 
? If our faith is dependent on Jesus’ death and resurrection, what happens when someone doubts 

the resurrection? 

? Why did Jesus’ enemies not all fall at his feet when he rose again?  

 

Share 
? Share, write, or draw about what victory over death means to you. 

 

Apply 
? In what way can you live this week like someone who is experiencing new life in Christ? 

? What can you do this week that exercises the hope you have in Christ’s return and victory over 

all powers, authorities, and death? 
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As Paul winds down his first letter to the 

Corinthians, he helps them face the reality of death. 

He shows them that Christ’s resurrection from the 

dead is important in the present and the future. 

Christ’s defeat of death is an essential part of the 

gospel Paul longs for them to live into more fully. 

He starts by reminding them that Jesus was raised 

from death. Paul tells them that Jesus’ resurrection 

means something real: the defeat of death. It shows 

that Jesus is who he says he is, the Son of God and 

the deliverer the people of God had long expected. 

His rising to life introduced a new way of life, the 

kingdom, and a life we can begin to live in now and 

will one day live even more fully.   

 

We can rejoice since the risen Christ will destroy 
death forever.  

Those we fellowship with in God’s kingdom today 

we will live with forever in God’s eternal kingdom. 

Who in the Body of Christ can you celebrate life 

with this week? Call that person and count your 

blessings together.   

The New Beginning

Jesus’ resurrection was a sign of the new 

beginning. Bible scholar N.T. Wright describes it 

this way: It was “the moment when the one true 

God appointed the man through whom the whole 

cosmos would be brought back into its proper 

order.” With his resurrection, Jesus’ reign has 

begun, but it is not yet complete. This is why we 

pray “Your kingdom come, your will be done” 

when we pray the Lord’s Prayer. One day God 

will restore everything—death will be defeated 

forever and we will live in a restored and remade 

world. The Scriptures give us wonderful glimpses 

of that ultimate reality, such as today’s passage 

and in other places in both the Old and New 

Testaments. Look up Isaiah 2:1-4 and Revelation 

21:3-5 for more pictures God has given us of the 

new creation. 

Paul wrote listed the characteristics of true love, God’s way (1 Corinthians 13:1-13). 

Paul teaches that Christ’s resurrection assures us that he has power and victory over death  

(1 Corinthians 15:1-26, 51-57).  

The Spirit gives each of us gifts so that, together, we can be a complete body of Christ (Acts 2:1-4;  
1 Corinthians 12:1-13).  
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As you hear and study these stories each week, consider what God has to say to you and your family. What is 
God’s message to us? Consider the following basic pattern as a way of forming family devotions:  
 Light a candle to help you focus this time as “God time.” Pray a simple prayer together.  
 Take a moment to check in with each other; what are each person’s “highs” and “lows” today?  
 Read aloud from the Daily Bible Readings from below. Discuss the questions following each. 
 End with a blessing, by simply tracing a cross on each other’s forehead. The Lord’s Prayer is a good 

way to end your devotion time. If you used a candle, extinguish it as a sign of the end of the devotions.  

Note: This is only a suggested pattern. It will vary with your household’s context and patterns. What works best for you? First 
thing in the morning? Over breakfast? Bed time? Be creative and flexible with how you practice and keep your devotions!  

Death, the last enemy, is destroyed by Jesus. 
• What do you look forward to most about 

Jesus’ return? 
• Do you feel hope or fear about the thought of 

death?  
 

 

Taking a collection for the saints. 
• Who can you set aside material goods or 

money to support in ministry? 
• Is there a church in an impoverished area that 

you or your youth group can help? 
 

 

Timothy and Apollos do the work of the Lord. 
• What can you do to help new people feel 

comfortable in your youth group? 
• When have you stood firm in your faith?   
 

 
Paul shares some final greetings. 

• How does it feel when someone lets you 
know another person says hello? 

• Who refreshes your spirit?   
 

Paul offers a  prayer of thanksgiving. 
• When have you been comforted? 
• How can you pass along the comfort you 

have received to someone who needs 
comfort?   

 

 

Paul experiences challenging times. 
• How can you keep hope amidst struggles? 
• For what do you rely fully on God?   
 

 

The Spirit comes at Pentecost. 
• Who has shared the good news of Jesus with 

you? 
• Who can you, through the power of the 

Spirit, tell about Jesus? 


