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Throughout the Gospel of Mark, there is urgency, and there is confusion. In today’s 
readings, we arrive at Holy Week. The urgency is still there, as is the confusion. How 
can people best serve this Messiah? What role will he play? Questions abound for the 

disciples. Answers are close at hand, as Jesus rides into the crowds of Jerusalem.  

Living out God’s kingdom means looking to Jesus the Messiah for salvation, like the crowds 

who cried “Hosanna!” while entering Jerusalem. It also involves helping the poor as Jesus 

commands, and showing our devotion to Jesus, like the woman with the alabaster jar in 

Bethany. The crowds shouted “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David.” David 

was a mighty warrior and they surely expected God’s triumph to include military victory. 

Instead God’s triumph would look very different; being accomplished with sacrifice, 

suffering, and death on the cross.  

 

Holy Week & Easter 

Jesus rides into Jerusalem on a colt as 

people shout “Hosanna!” Later that week, 

Jesus is led out to be crucified.  He is 

crucified, mocked, cries out to God, drinks 

sour wine, and then dies. The temple curtain 

is torn, and a centurion says that Jesus was 

God’s Son. Three days later, several women 

go to Jesus’ tomb and discover the tomb is 

empty. A young man tells them that Jesus 

has been raised and that they should go tell 

his disciples to meet him in Galilee. They 

flee in terror. 

 

Lesson @ A Glance 
#2-30 (Extended): Holy Week & Easter 

Mark 11:1-11;  15:16-39; 16:1-8 
 

The Point: We can celebrate Jesus, the 
crucified and risen king. 
 
Making Connections: God’s Triumph 
 
Spiritual Practice Emphasis: Worship 
 
Bible Nuts & Bolts: The Importance of 
Understanding Context 
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We can celebrate Jesus, the crucified 

and risen king. Unlike those who were 

concerned about an empty tomb and later 

surprised to see the risen Lord, we know 

the full story. We have a Savior who 

suffered, died, and rose for us. Praise God! 

 

It is important to understand the original context of Scripture. It is also important to 

recognize how our own context influences our interpretation of Scripture. The books of 

the Bible were written in specific time periods in specific cultures. The biblical writers 

wrote for an audience that shared their knowledge of the culture and customs of the day. 

We live nearly 2,000 years after the most recent biblical text was written, so it is 

important to try to understand the Bible in its original context to better understand the 

message. By learning more about the people, places, and times of the writing, the 

meaning becomes more clear.  

 

How does the fact that Jesus 

rose from the dead impact 

your life? Worship God by 

expressing gratitude for that 

impact. 

“He is not here; for he has 
been raised, as he said. 

Come see the place where 
he lay.” 

Matthew 28:6 

How do people in today’s world show 
devotion to God, and a willingness to take 
on the work of Jesus?  
 
 
How will you help the youth recognize 
the events of the Passion before they 
celebrate Easter?  
 
 
How will you help the youth see beyond 
the risks of sharing devotion and 
willingness with the world?  
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Overview, Objectives, and Materials You’ll Need 

 
The Journey Here 
Reflecting on life paths. 

 
Approaching the City 
Tying together two passages as part of Holy 
Week preparations. 

 

What She Could 
Considering how people participate in holy  
experiences. 
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Hosanna! 
Creating a graphic novel. 
  

 

Oratorios and Rock 
Listening to two Palm Sunday music 
selections. 
 

 

Precious Oils 
Participating in a smelling contest. 

 

With You Always 
Reflecting on the poor in the community. 
  

 

Triumphal Entry 
Considering how the beginning of 
worship sets the tone for the service. 
 

 

Holy Week and Easter 
Discussing today’s story. 
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The Journey Here (10 minutes) 
Reflecting on life paths.  

 

1. Invite the youth to sit in a circle on the floor.  

2. When we get into today’s story, we are going to find that Jesus is on 

a journey. We are each on a journey, too. I want everyone to take a 

moment to think about your life’s journey thus far. Close your eyes, and I am going to ask 

some questions for you to think about. Pause between questions, giving an opportunity to 

reflect. 

• Who are two important people you have met along your journey? 

• Are there any important turns you have taken in your life—times when your life has 

changed significantly? 

• Are there any things or people in your life that have served as roadblock that kept you 

from going in the direction you were on? 

3. Allow time for the youth to talk about their reflections with one or two other people in the group. 

Have them tie up their time together with the question: How did life’s journey bring you here?  

4. All throughout his ministry, Jesus makes clear to the disciples that he knows where his 

journey is leading him; he knows what awaits him in Jerusalem. All throughout his life, he 

has met people, faced roadblocks, and stayed focused on his walk to Jerusalem. Today, the 

end of the journey is insight, and we will see how that knowledge impacts all of those in the 

story. 

 

Note: if you are splitting this lesson between two weeks, repeat the activity above, but use the 

following questions for numbers 2 and 3.  

 

2. Close your eyes, and I am going to ask some questions for you to think about. Pause between 

questions, giving an opportunity to reflect. 

• If you knew that your journey would lead you to sacrificing what you want for the sake of 

others, would you keep moving forward or choose a different path? Why? 

• If you could do one thing to impact humanity on your life’s journey, what would it be? 

• From what in your life’s journey would you like to experience freedom? 

3. Have them tie up their time together with the question: What difference if any has Jesus’ death 

and resurrection made to your life’s journey? 
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Approaching the City (15 minutes) 

Tying together two passages as part of Holy Week preparations. 

 

1. For youth to get the most out of this lesson and become comfortable 

using their Bibles, it is recommended that youth have personal Bibles 

to mark in for this activity. If this is not possible for one or more 

youth, please provide printed copies of the day's Bible text. 

 

1. Ask for three volunteers to read this week’s Bible story. Have the first one read Mark 11:1-7. 

2. To check for understanding, ask the following questions before moving onto the next part of the 

story. What do the two disciples get for Jesus to ride into Jerusalem? [A colt.] Draw a hoof 

print next to this part of the passage.  

3. Have the second volunteer continue with Mark 11:8-11. What do people do to prepare the road 

for Jesus’s entrance? [They throw their cloaks and palm branches down on it]. Why do you 

think they did this? [Answers will vary; they were showing respect, etc.] What did the people 

shout? [Hosanna! Blessed is the one…!] Draw a palm branch next to this part of the passage. 

4. After this welcome, Jesus looks around the city and leaves for Bethany, a nearby village. It 

is while he is spending time at this next village that we get to the following passage. I am 

going to read to you Mark 14:1-2, which is not part of the lectionary, but comes right before 

the passage we will study: 

“It was two days before the Passover and the festival of Unleavened Bread. The chief 

priests and the scribes were looking for a way to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him; for 

they said, ‘Not during the festival, or there may be a riot among the people.’” 

So, as we read the next passage, remember how intense things are. This is Holy Week. Good 

Friday is imminent. 

5. Have the third volunteer continue with Mark 14:3-9. Why do you think this woman pours nard 

on Jesus’s head? [Answers will vary; to show respect, anticipating his death, preparing his body 

for burial, etc.] What is the disciples’ reaction to this? [They scold her that the oil could have 

been sold and the money used to help the poor.] What is Jesus’s defense of the woman? [She 

did what she could. The poor are always there.] Draw a bottle of perfume in the margin of this 

passage to remind you of the gift the woman made. 

6. Have you ever worshipped and praised Jesus in church only to go back to school or out in 

the community and done just the opposite through your words and actions there? 
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Approaching the City (15 minutes) 

Tying together two passages as part of Holy Week preparations. 

 

If you are splitting this between two weeks, pick up here with Mark 15:16-39; 16:1-8.  

 

1. Let us celebrate Jesus, the crucified and risen king.  

2. Ask for four volunteers to read this week’s Bible story. Have the first one read Mark 15:16-20. 

3. To check for understanding, ask the following questions before moving onto the next part of the 

story. Why did the soldiers mock Jesus? [They did not believe Jesus is the king.] Draw a 

crown of thorns next to this part of the passage.  

4. Have the second volunteer continue with Mark 15:21-32. Why do you think they crucified 

Jesus between two robbers? [To treat him like a common criminal; to poke fun of him being 

called King of the Jews.] Why do you think they did this? [To show him utter disrespect and 

rejection.] What did the people and chief priests say about Jesus? [“He saved others; he 

cannot save himself!” “Save yourself and come down from the cross.”] Why did Jesus not save 

himself? [So through his death and resurrection he could save humanity from sin.] Draw a cross 

next to this part of the passage. 

5. Have the third volunteer read Mark 15:33-39. Why do you think Jesus asked God why he has 

forsaken him? [Answers will vary; because God gave him over to sin and death.] What is the 

significance of the curtain of the temple tearing in two? [The curtain separated sinful people 

from the most holy place; Jesus’ death resolved the separation of humanity from God.] What is 

the significance of the centurion’s words? [Upon Jesus’ death even he realized that Jesus is the 

Son of God.] Draw a curtain split in half top to bottom near this text. 

6. Have the fourth volunteer read Mark 16:1-8. Let’s repeat together verse 6.  

7. What does Jesus’ resurrection mean to you? [Answers will vary.] 
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What She Could (15 minutes) 
Considering how people participate in holy experiences. 

 

1. The people of Jerusalem threw down their cloaks as Jesus entered 

the city. They threw down their very necessary garment into the 

dusty road, knowing a donkey would trample them on. A woman anoints Jesus with very 

precious, expensive oil. These two stories launch us into Holy Week and remind us that 

Jesus’s ministry—his life and his death—are about ordinary people committing themselves 

to living wholly into the holy.  

2. What are ways you’ve seen people give of themselves to God’s work? What are ways you 

have given of yourself? 

3. As we observe Holy Week, what are some ways for you to join in the story? How can you live 

your life in such a way that you are called a follower of Christ? Challenge yourself to be 

living out your faith in our four focus areas: Prayer, Worship, Service and Fellowship? 

4. Why is it important to take time before the resurrection to remember the events of Holy 

Week? Why do we need to remember Jesus’s final days? 

5. As we celebrate Easter, challenge yourself to live out your faith through worship. How can 

you celebrate Jesus, the crucified and risen king? 

6. Holy Week is a time of intense reflection for many Christians. Let’s spend time in quiet 

prayer. Focus on a specific aspect of your life, telling God what keeps you from loving as 

deeply and powerfully as God calls us to. Ask for help in letting go, so you can fully live for 

and celebrate Jesus. 
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Hosanna! (15 minutes) 
Creating a graphic novel. 

 

1. Look at a graphic novel if you have not done so before. You may 

find some online, and the local library is a good resource as well. 

2. Make copies of Activity Sheet #2-30.A. 

 

 

1. Today’s passage tells the story of Palm Sunday and of the anointing of Jesus a few days later. 

Before we meet again here, there is a lot more to the story. We are going to work today filling 

in what happens. Throughout the week, you can refer to this and share it with your family as 

you consider what it means to be a follower of Jesus. 

2. Has anyone read a graphic novel before? Has anyone created one? Optional: show examples, 

noticing the components of a graphic novel. We are going to create a graphic novel titled 

“Hosanna!” It will tell the story of Holy Week.  

3. Pass out supplies and the Activity Sheet #2-30.A, which will guide the youth in the process. 

4. When they are done with their novels, encourage the youth to take them home to share with their 

families, so that even if they are not participating in any Holy Week services they will have a 

resource for remembering the Passion. 

 

If you are splitting this lesson between two weeks, continue with the graphic novel, part 2 on Easter. 

Part 2 should be titled, “He is Risen!” Finish the story and add implications for the youths’ lives. 
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Oratorios and Rock (15 minutes)
Listening to two Palm Sunday music selections.  

 
 

 

1. Find recordings of “Behold he Lamb of God” from Handel’s Messiah 

and “Hosanna” from Jesus Christ Superstar.  

2.  Make copies of Activity Sheet #2-30.B. 

 

 

1. We are going to listen to two different pieces of music today. Both 

are parts of a larger body of music that tell the story of Jesus 

Christ. But they were written in very different times for very different audiences. 

2. As you listen to each piece of music, let’s see what they have in common, and what is 

different. Pass out Activity Sheet #2-30.B to guide the listening. 

3. After each piece of music, take a moment to talk about what was heard, and the youths’ 

impressions of the music. When both pieces are done, have the youth consider which piece of 

music they feel better communicates its purpose. 

4. What is your favorite song—perhaps one you know from church or contemporary Christian 

radio or online source—that helps you celebrate Jesus, the crucified and risen king? 
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Precious Oil (15 minutes) 
Participating in a smelling contest. 

 

 

1. Gather spices and oils. You just need a small amount of each, so see if 

the church kitchen has some before going out and buying a whole 

container. Some ideas for herbs and spices are cinnamon, cloves, 

oregano, basil, sage, nutmeg, cumin, allspice, and pepper. Some ideas 

for oil are olive, avocado, almond, and coconut. If you are using this 

activity two weeks in a row, choose different spices and oils each week.   

2. Create a guide by numbering the bottom of the paper cups and list those numbers on a sheet of 

paper. Each item should be poured into a cup and then write down the spice or oil next to the 

number. Put the cups on a table. 

3. Before using any food in an activity like this, always check with participants or caregivers for 

youth who have food allergies. Provide an alternative if necessary.  

 

1. Herbs, spices, and oils were used in Jesus’ time for a number of purposes. Jesus’ body was 

prepared for burial with spices and oils.  

2. Give each player a piece of paper, have them put their names on it, and number it for the total 

number of cups on the table. 

3. Give participants time to move around the table smelling the different cups, and writing down 

what they think is in each cup.  

4. Once everyone has had the opportunity to complete the task, have them come together to share the 

answers. The person who guessed the most correctly wins. 
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With You Always (15 minutes)
Reflecting on the poor in the community. 

 

 

1. See if there is anyone in social justice ministries at your church who 

would be interested in being a guest speaker. If so, invite them to 

come to talk about their ministry—what calls them to it, how they are 

working to minister to those in need, and ways that the youth can help in this ministry.  

 

 

1. In today’s lesson, we heard of Jesus’ triumphal entry leading to his death and resurrection. 

We also heard of the woman who anointed Jesus with oil. The disciples immediately 

expressed frustration that this oil should have been sold, so that money could be given to the 

poor. Does anyone remember what Jesus said in response to this? [The poor are with you 

always.] 

2. Then and now the poor are with us. Where do you see poverty? [Answers will vary; encourage 

the youth to think at the local, state, national, and international level.] 

3. What are ways that you think our church community could work to end poverty? What is 

already being done? What are ways that we could be more involved in these ministries? 

4. The guest speaker shares at this point. 

5. When Jesus says that the poor are with us always, he is not saying that this is simply the state 

of things and we need to get used to it. Instead, he recognizes that the current system is doing 

nothing to eradicate poverty, and that people need to begin thinking outside the box to 

reduce it. He also recognizes the power of ministry, and encourages his followers to focus on 

spiritual health. 
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Triumphal Entry (15 minutes)
Considering how the beginning of worship sets the tone for the service. 

 

1. Talk with your pastor or whoever plans worship for your congregation to 

see if the youth can participate in planning the opening of a worship 

service. If so, work out what service this will be and how the pastor would like to be involved. 

 

1. When Jesus enters Jerusalem to crowds shouting “Hosanna!” and waving palm branches, 

the tone is set for Holy Week. Likewise when the organ sounds or band plays or chimes ring 

at the beginning of our worship, and when the pastor invites us into worship, we know what 

to expect as tone of the worship service.  

2. The opening of the worship service is very important in establishing what type of service it 

will be. Look at an order of worship bulletin from your congregation’s worship service. Talk about 

what parts are considered to be the opening—prelude, call to worship, opening hymn—and the 

purpose of each.  

3. As we worship, pay attention to each component of the service, but this next week, pay 

special attention to the opening of worship. How do the messages you get from these 

components impact you for the rest of worship?  

4. What do you expect the tone to be for a Palm Sunday service, a Holy Wednesday service, a 

Maundy Thursday service, a Good Friday service, and an Easter service? Why? How might 

the beginning of each of those services set the tone? 

5. If you were planning the service, how would you set the tone for a service that celebrates 

Jesus, the crucified and risen king? 
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(5 minutes)

 

 

Review: 

• How did the soldiers treat Jesus? 

• What was Jesus’ response to the mocking? 

• What happened to the temple curtain when Jesus died? 

 

Prayer: 

Similar to playing “telephone,” pass down the line “He is risen, as he said.” 

 

 

 
Remember to send “The Story @ Home” take home sheet with the youth before dismissing them. 
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If you break into small groups (or are a small group), use the following questions to discuss the day’s 
Bible passage and how it relates to your lives. Make a copy of this sheet for each member of the group 
and provide pencils or pens. Encourage each other to take a moment to write your response in words or 
doodles before discussing out loud. 
 
Start your time by going around your group and asking each member (adults included) to share a high 
point and a low point from the past week. 
 

Opening Prayer 
Lord, help us realize and celebrate what you did for us. Amen. 
 

Understand 
? How did Jesus respond to Pilate? 

? What did the people ask for Pilate to do to Jesus? 

? Why was Jesus willing to suffer and die? 

 

Wrestle 
? What is your understanding of the resurrection? 

? If Jesus had died on the cross but had not come back from the dead, would he still have had the 

power to forgive sins and restore our relationship with God?  

? Why did Jesus appear to the women first? 

 

Share 
? Share, write, or draw about your experience knowing Jesus. 

 

Apply 
? Kneel before a cross sometime this week and thank God for what Jesus did for you. 
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Exploring the names that Jesus uses to identify himself. 

A Graphic Novel 

 

What is this? 

• A re-telling of the Book of Mark, Chapters 14 and 15. 

• A graphic novel is simply a book that uses comic art to help tell the story. It has a more 

involved plot than a comic strip, but relies heavily on illustration and quotations to help 

tell the story. A graphic novel can be any literary genre. 

 

What do I need? 

• A Bible opened to Mark 14 and 15 

• Paper, pencils, crayons, and markers 

 

Now, what do I do? 

• Look at the Bible Story and identify easy ways to break up the story (e.g. Jesus praying 

at Gethsemane could be one page) 

• On each piece of paper write which Bible verses you will be telling on that page. With 

that set, all that is left is to write and draw. 

• Some pages may be broken into numerous drawing panels. Others might have just one. 

The choice is totally up to you. 

 

Planning Space 
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Listening to two Palm Sunday music selections. 

The Messiah was written in 1741. George Frederick Handel composed the music, 

with the text organized by Charles Jennings. The text was taken from the King 

James Version of the Bible, and from the Book of Common Prayer. The Messiah is 

considered an oratorio. This means that there is no speaking, like an opera, but the 

singers do not play characters; instead, they narrate the story. 

 

Jesus Christ Superstar debuted in 1971. Andrew Lloyd Weber composed the music 

and Tim Rice wrote the text based on the Gospels, the twist being that it is through 

the eyes of Judas Iscariot. Jesus Christ Superstar is considered a rock opera. This 

means that the whole story is told through music—rock music—with no spoken 

word. 
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Not knowing what to expect, Mary Magdalene and 

the other Mary go to the tomb of Jesus on the first 

Easter. Finding the tomb empty, an angel tells them 

to announce the resurrection of Jesus to his disciples. 

The women meet their risen Lord, and worship him. 

Jesus meets the disciples in Galilee and gives them a 

commission to go make disciples of all nations.    

 

We can celebrate Jesus, the crucified and risen 
king.  

How does the fact that Jesus rose from the dead 

impact your life? Worship God by expressing 

gratitude for that impact. 

 

The Importance of Understanding 
Context

It is important to understand the original context of 

Scripture. It is also important to recognize how our 

own context influences our interpretation of 

Scripture. The books of the Bible were written in 

specific time periods in specific cultures. The 

biblical writers wrote for an audience that shared 

their knowledge of the culture and customs of the 

day. We live nearly 2,000 years after the most 

recent biblical text was written, so it is important 

to try to understand the Bible in its original context 

to better understand the message. By learning 

more about the people, places, and times of the 

writing, the meaning becomes more clear. 

Jesus teaches his disciples that no matter how impressive the Jerusalem temple is it will be destroyed  

(Mark 13:1-8, 24-37). 

Today’s lesson begins Holy Week and leads to Jesus’ arrest, trial, suffering, death, and resurrection  

(Mark 11:1-11; 15:16-39; 16:1-8).  

Forty days after his resurrection, Jesus tells his disciples that they will receive the Holy Spirit and go out to 
the ends of the world to be witnesses. Jesus then ascends into heaven and the disciples return to Jerusalem. 
(Acts 1:1-14).  
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As you hear and study these stories each week, consider what God has to say to you and your family. What is 
God’s message to us? Consider the following basic pattern as a way of forming family devotions:  
 Light a candle to help you focus this time as “God time.” Pray a simple prayer together.  
 Take a moment to check in with each other; what are each person’s “highs” and “lows” today?  
 Read aloud from the Daily Bible Readings from below. Discuss the questions following each. 
 End with a blessing, by simply tracing a cross on each other’s forehead. The Lord’s Prayer is a good 

way to end your devotion time. If you used a candle, extinguish it as a sign of the end of the devotions.  

Note: This is only a suggested pattern. It will vary with your household’s context and patterns. What works best for you? First 
thing in the morning? Over breakfast? Bed time? Be creative and flexible with how you practice and keep your devotions!  

Jesus is greeted by a welcoming crowd. 
• What does Jesus’ choice of transportation 

reveal about him? 
• What does the way the people greeted Jesus 

say about how the felt about him?  
 

 

We should open our hand to the poor. 
• What can you do this week to help the poor? 
• What are your thoughts about those who 

stand on street corners asking for money? 
 

 

Passover preparations are made. 
• How is Jesus like the Passover lamb? 
• Why was Judas willing to accept money to 

betray Jesus?   
 

 

Jesus and the disciples share the Last Supper. 
• What mistake did Peter make at the last 

supper? 
• In what ways do we fail to see ourselves for 

who we really are?   

Jesus prays in Gethsemane. 
• Have you ever fallen asleep or day dreamed 

during prayer? 
• How could the disciples sleep at such a time 

as this?   
 

 

Jesus dies on a cross. 
• In what ways do people today mock Jesus? 
• Why did God forsake Jesus?   
 

 

Jesus is placed in the tomb. 
• What was done to ensure Jesus’ body would 

stay in the grave? 
• What happens to hope when situations turn 

dire?   
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As you hear and study these stories each week, consider what God has to say to you and your family. What is 
God’s message to us? Consider the following basic pattern as a way of forming family devotions:  
 Light a candle to help you focus this time as “God time.” Pray a simple prayer together.  
 Take a moment to check in with each other; what are each person’s “highs” and “lows” today?  
 Read aloud from the Daily Bible Readings from below. Discuss the questions following each. 
 End with a blessing, by simply tracing a cross on each other’s forehead. The Lord’s Prayer is a good 

way to end your devotion time. If you used a candle, extinguish it as a sign of the end of the devotions.  

Note: This is only a suggested pattern. It will vary with your household’s context and patterns. What works best for you? First 
thing in the morning? Over breakfast? Bed time? Be creative and flexible with how you practice and keep your devotions!  

Jesus’ tomb was empty. 
• What does the empty tomb reveal about 

God’s power? 
• What does the empty tomb reveal about 

Jesus?  
 

 

Jesus was resurrected. 
• What did the disciple believe about what he 

saw? 
• What do you believe about what they saw? 
 

 

Jesus appeared to Mary Magdalene. 
• Why was Mary weeping? 
• How was Mary able to recognize Jesus so 

easily?   
 

 

Jesus appears on the road to Emmaus. 
• Why did those on the road to Emmaus not 

recognize Jesus? 
• What does the fact that Jesus took the time to 

interpret the Scripture for these people tell us 
about Jesus?   

Jesus is known through broken bread. 
• How do we know Jesus through the breaking 

of bread? 
• What happens in your heart when you sense 

God’s presence?   
 

 

Jesus appears to his disciples. 
• Pray and ask God to open your mind to 

understand the Scriptures. 
• What did the disciples need to wait for before 

going out to tell the gospel?   
 

 

Jesus commissions the disciples. 
• Who first brought the gospel message to 

you? 
• How does knowing that Jesus is with you 

help you share the gospel with others?   


