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People gathered from many different areas, all having their own separate language, to 
celebrate Pentecost, which was a Jewish holiday—Shavuot. On the day of Pentecost, the Holy 

Spirit came down like tongues of fire and filled all of the disciples with supernatural power. 
They began to speak in the languages of all those who were present. Just as the Holy Spirit 

equipped these disciples for their ministry, the Holy Spirit equips people today for their role of 
service in the Body of Christ.  

The disciples were empowered by the Spirit to serve one another and build each other up. The 

gifts of the Spirit are only useful when they are employed to build up the Body of Christ. In 

love, we serve one another, and by doing so out of love, we are made whole.  

Many Gifts, One Spirit 

Jesus sends the Holy Spirit to fill the lives 

of his followers after he ascends to heaven. 

The Holy Spirit gives people the power to 

continue the ministry that Jesus started 

when he walked the earth. The Holy Spirit 

brings comfort, strength, and direction. 

Though Jesus is not physically present, the 

Holy Spirit fills lives to overflowing. Those 

who speak of the love of God when they are 

filled with the Holy Spirit have the power to 

speak boldly and with authority. With the 

filling of the Holy Spirit, we are each to do 

our part to glorify God with the gifts we 

have been given. 

 

Lesson @ A Glance 
#2-37: Many Gifts, One Spirit 

Acts 2:1-4; 1 Corinthians 12:1-13 
 

The Point: Each of us is given gifts by 
the Holy Spirit to serve others. 
 
Making Connections: The Power of 
God’s Love 
 
Spiritual Practice Emphasis: 
Fellowship 
 
Bible Nuts & Bolts: What is Shavuot? 
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Each of us is given gifts by the Holy Spirit to 

serve others. The Body of Christ, or the 

Church, is compared to the human body. All of 

the parts work together in harmony. We cannot 

toss aside one body part and expect the rest to 

do what only it could do. Each member has a 

job to do that is important for the overall 

functioning of the body. Some jobs are more 

out front; others are behind the scenes. All 

matter, but none should seek their own glory, 

for without the others, what they do would be 

incomplete. 
 

Shavuot is a Jewish festival that celebrates the giving of the Torah to Moses. It is also 

known as Pentecost. Shavuot takes place seven weeks, or fifty days, after Passover. It is 

one of three pilgrimage festivals, the other two being Pesach (the Passover) and Sukkot 

(the Festival of Booths). These are called pilgrimage festivals because participants were 

expected to journey to the temple in Jerusalem to celebrate. The first Shavuot after the 

resurrection of Jesus has 

special importance among 

Christian traditions as it 

was the day the Holy Spirit 

descended upon the 

disciples in Jerusalem. 

Christians often celebrate 

Pentecost as the birthday 

of the church.   

 

Read 2 Corinthians 1:3-4. 

The Holy Spirit is our 

Comforter. Comfort 

someone with the comfort 

you received when you 

needed comfort.  

To each of us is given 
the manifestation of 
the Spirit for the 

common good.  
1 Corinthians 12:7 

When have you been keenly aware of 
the presence or power of the Holy 
Spirit?  
 
 
Have you noticed a difference in the 
outcome of teaching in your own power 
versus using your gift of teaching, fully 
equipped?  
 
 
What can you do this week to 
encourage the youth to discover and use 
the gifts God has given them?   
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Overview, Objectives, and Materials You’ll Need 

 
What Did You Say? 
Thinking about communicating through 
language barriers. 

 
The Impact of the Holy Spirit  
Finding comfort, direction, and purpose. 

 

Three in One 
Sharing what we know and want to know about 
Jesus. 
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Stained Glass Church 
Creating a stained glass church puzzle. 
  

 

Staying in Touch 
Planning to keep connected over the 
summer.  
. 
 

 

Shavuot to Pentecost—Torah 
and Spirit Relay 
Participating in a medley relay. 

 

Comfort Cards 
Serving those who grieve. 
 

 

Pentecost Praise 
Leading the congregation in Pentecost 
praise and worship. 
 

 

Many Gifts, One Spirit 
Discussing today’s story. 
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What Did You Say? (10 minutes) 
Thinking about communicating through language barriers.  

 

1. Locate a website such as http://imtranslator.net/translate-and-

speak/ to translate the word “love” into various languages in  

text-to-text and text-to-audio.  

 

1. Say or play the audio of the word love in a language other than English.  

2. Challenge the youth to guess the word and the language being used. Do not give away the word if 

no one has guessed it, but tell them the language that was used.  

3. Continue with a number of languages. Encourage them to try to remember which language is 

which. 

4. God’s love knows no boundaries and reaches all the languages and cultures.  

5. How long does it take to learn another language fluently?  

6. Today we are going to read about an amazing event that took place in which people of many 

languages heard the message of love in their own language, from the mouths of those who 

did not know those languages. Today we celebrate Pentecost. 

 

 

http://imtranslator.net/translate-and-speak/
http://imtranslator.net/translate-and-speak/
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The Impact of the Holy Spirit (15 minutes) 

Finding comfort, direction, and purpose. 

 

1. For youth to get the most out of this lesson and become comfortable 

using their Bibles, it is recommended that youth have personal Bibles 

to mark in for this activity. If this is not possible for one or more 

youth, please provide printed copies of the day's Bible text. 

 

1. Sometimes when a loved one dies, there is a written will where certain items are promised 

for specific family members and friends. Often the items are not of great monetary value, 

but their sentimental worth is priceless. The items are left behind as tokens to remember the 

one who is gone and somehow to hold onto a piece of the person who was loved and now 

dearly missed. These gifts serve as a reminder and a heart connection. 

2. When Jesus told his disciples that he would be leaving the earth, no doubt they felt sad, but 

he promised them something far greater than anything a dying person could leave in a will 

for another. Ask a volunteer to read John 14:16-18; 26. What did Jesus say God would give 

the disciples? [Comforter, Holy Spirit.] 

3. As hard as it can be to wrap our heads around this concept, the Bible tells us our one God is 

made up of three persons: God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit (1 John 5:7). Shortly after Jesus 

ascended into heaven, the Holy Spirit descended to earth. 

4. Ask for a volunteer to read Acts 2:1. People gathered from many different areas, all having 

their own separate language, to celebrate Pentecost, which was a Jewish holiday Shavuot. 

Not only were the disciples gathered all in one place, but there was a huge crowd there as 

well. If you need to get everyone’s attention at once, a gathering like this would be perfect 

timing. 

5. Ask a volunteer to read Acts 2:2-3. How might you have reacted to this? Keep in mind that it 

was crowded, there was a very loud noise, and it was all startlingly sudden. 

6. Ask a volunteer to read Acts 2:4. What are your thoughts on whether or not the disciples 

knew this was power from God in the form of the Holy Spirit? What about the others who 

had joined for the holiday. Do you think they knew what was going on? After hearing some 

responses, ask a volunteer to read Acts 2:6, 8, 12, and 13 to discover the answer.  

7. Based on how the Holy Spirit made an entrance, what are your thoughts about the power of 

the Holy Spirit? 

8. Suggest that the youth draw a flame in the margin near any of the verses that were read 

mentioning the Holy Spirit directly or indirectly. 
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9. Our second reading today is in 1 Corinthians. Let’s go into this praying the power of the 

Holy Spirit that is present among us will help us to understand the passage. Ask a volunteer 

to pray, or you can pray. 

10. Ask a volunteer to read 1 Corinthians 14:14-18. Be sensitive to disabilities as you conduct this 

discussion. If you have ever had an injury or other situation when one body part was out of 

use for a while, tell us what that was like for you. In the normal day-to-day, in what ways do 

your physical body parts complement each other as you go about common routines or more 

specialized tasks? 

11. Ask a volunteer to read 1 Corinthians 14:19-24.  

12. Ask a volunteer to read 1 Corinthians 14:25-27. 

13. What does verse 27 tell us about the meaning of all of the other verses we read in 

1 Corinthians 12? What is the metaphor? [The Body of Christ; the Church.] 

14. Let’s go back and re-read this passage, removing words like feet, eyes, and ears, and 

substituting them with a diverse list of gifts people like you have, or roles people play in the 

Church or in the Body of Christ. What are some roles we can use? Keep in mind that every 

contribution to the body is important, so for this activity no contribution is too small or too 

great. [Answers will vary.] 

15. Give the youth the opportunity to talk through the verses, applying them directly to the Body of 

Christ rather than to the physical body. 

16. What does it mean to you personally to be a member of the Body of Christ, empowered by 

the Holy Spirit? Each of us is given gifts by the Holy Spirit to serve others. What can you 

contribute to the body? 
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Three in One (15 minutes) 
Sharing what we know and want to know about Jesus. 

 

1. We believe in one God, but our one God is also three persons: God 

the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. How do you 

picture the three parts of our one God working in your life?  Take 

time to discuss how the youth view God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit individually and as one. 

2. According to today’s reading, the Spirit gives specific gifts to each person. Each of us is 

given gifts by the Holy Spirit to serve others. What do you see as your role in using your gifts 

in the Body of Christ? Encourage discussion about how to know what our gifts are and the 

sharing of ideas about the various gifts the youth have. Identify areas big and small where the gifts 

can be used in the Body of Christ. 

3. What do Jesus’s words in his last message to his disciples mean for you? "I will not leave you 

comfortless; I will send you the Holy Spirit” (John 14:8).   
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Stained Glass Church (15 minutes) 
Creating a stained glass church puzzle. 

 

1. Obtain a few extra copies of the church directory that can be cut, 

or photo copy color photos from the church directory, or obtain a 

list of church members. 

2. Ask the church office to post an announcement in the next week’s 

bulletin suggesting that people take time to look at the youths’ 

stained glass church project.   

 

1. The youth will create several large puzzles that will be glued on 

poster boards and hung side by side on the wall as if connected as 

one to look like a stained glass window. 

2. Trace the various puzzle pieces from a children’s puzzle onto several different colors of paper. Cut 

out the pieces, but keep them laid out in order as if they are the assembled puzzle.  

3. Repeat the tracing, cutting, and laying out of puzzle pieces until there are enough colored paper 

puzzle pieces made for one puzzle piece per each church member or family. 

4. On each paper puzzle piece either paste a photo of a church family or individual member copied 

and printed from the church directory or write the name of a family or member. A few pieces will 

be for “visitor” or “guest.” 

5. Fit and glue the paper puzzle pieces together on poster board to fill the board. Because the poster 

board is larger than a children’s puzzle, more than one full puzzle will fit on each board. Where 

that happens, the straight edge of one puzzle should be glued onto the poster board next to the 

straight edge of the next rather than interlocking like the other pieces. Depending on the size of the 

church, this project may require a number of poster boards. 

4. Hang these poster board displays in the church hall, side by side, to represent how each member of 

the church is a part of the family of God working together as one body in service. Every piece is 

important in order to make the puzzle picture complete. 
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Staying in Touch (15 minutes)
Planning to keep connected over the summer.  

 
 

 

1. Become familiar with the following outline, and determine the best 

approach to step 3 for your group. 

• For some congregations, this may be the last lesson of the year. 

Some youth will not see each other, or meet as a group again, until 

the fall. Using the calendar app on their cell phones, youth will 

post reminders on random dates throughout the summer to help 

them stay in touch and encourage one another. If youth do not have 

a personal device, have printed calendars as an alternative. 

• Each reminder will be to pray for a specific member of the group 

(one reminder per peer, depending on group size). 

• With each reminder, they will also include one key verse from the past year, Lessons #2-1 

through #2-37. Use review as a means of finding the key verses. Locate the lesson materials 

(PDF files or printouts) and arrange them, so this will flow well during the session. Say the 

name of a lesson (ex. “#2-1 God Creates Humans”) and scroll to the key verse, projecting it on 

a screen. Ask if anyone can remember something from that lesson. One answer is sufficient. If 

you do not have time for all 37 lesson keys, you might need to be selective. During this 

process, the youth should note the verses that they want to include in their reminders. Another 

option is to list the key verses rather than projecting the lessons on the screen. 

• When the calendar reminders pop up throughout the summer, the youth will pray for the peer 

in the reminder and will then send that peer a text message including the key verse stored with 

that particular reminder.  

• Note: Youth will need to enter contact information into their phones. 

 

 

1. We are all in this life—this Christian walk—together. On our own, we may start to doubt 

the value of our gifts. We might get caught up in life and forget to use our gifts to spread 

God’s love. This summer let’s keep a fun prayer chain of encouragement going by using text 

messaging.  

2. This will take some preparation. Take out your cell phones for the first step. In the next few 

minutes, go around the room and exchange contact information with each of your peers. 

Before you sit back down, you should have entered in your phone one number for each 
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person here. If the person is already listed in your phone, you do not need to enter the 

number again. 

3. It looks like you are ready for the next step. Using the calendar app on your cell phone, 

enter reminders to say a prayer for and send a text message to each person in this room. The 

key to this is that each reminder will be scheduled for a random day and time over the next 

three months, and no two will be scheduled for the same day. Choose a time when most 

people are awake. Take time now. We will move on to the next step after everyone has 

posted enough reminders to pray for and text each person in the room. 

4. Since our plan is to encourage one another in the faith over the summer, as well as to keep 

in touch, the next step is to choose a key verse from our past year of sessions together. We 

will review the key verses, and then you will edit each of your calendar reminders to include 

one key verse per person on your list. You may reuse a verse but not until you have used 

each of the verses once. When the time comes this summer and you see the reminder, all you 

need to do is pray for the person and text message the reference to a passage of Scripture. 

The recipient can read the reference and look up the verse in the Bible. 

5. Use review as a means of finding the key verses. Say the name of a lesson (ex. “#2-1 God Creates 

Humans”) and scroll to the key verse, projecting the PDF on a screen. Ask if anyone can 

remember something from that lesson. One answer is sufficient. (Before your session, you may 

have determined a different way to present the verses to the group.) 

6. The final step takes the summer to complete. When each calendar reminder pops up 

throughout the summer, pray for the person in the reminder and then send that person a 

text message including the reference to the key verse stored with that particular reminder. 

Have fun! 
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Shavuot to Pentecost—Torah and Spirit Relay (15 minutes) 
Participating in a medley relay. 

 

1. Gather supplies and set up the room for the activity. This includes 

drawing and placing the outlines or sketches of the body in one part of 

the room, writing and arranging the index cards elsewhere, and creating 

space for lines of youth. 

2. Using a large sheet of paper, a white board, or several flip charts, draw 

the outline of a person’s body. Determine the number of teams you will 

have for this activity, and draw one outline per team. 

3. Write the word love (in various languages) on index cards, using a 

different card for each language. You will need to make one set of these nine cards for each team 

you will have for this activity (see below). 

4. Using one index card per language, write the name of each language on an index card. You will 

need to make one set of these nine cards for each team you will have for this activity (see below). 

 

1. Divide the group into teams to participate in a medley relay race. Stress to the teams that throughout the 

entire relay, it is their goal to focus on working together—each person’s contribution is valued—to 

complete the race. Explain and demo all parts of the race before starting. 

2. The first leg of the race includes getting in a line and passing Moses (doll or cardboard tube) to the 

front of the line/up the mountain and passing the Torah (Ten Commandments roll of paper towels) 

back down the mountain. These are passed alternating, first person up over the head, next person 

down low under/between the legs, etc. They have to do this twice.  

3. The second leg of the race includes forming a circle, holding hands, raising all hands up and 

shouting, “God is Love.” 

4. The third leg of the race includes using a sketch of the body and identifying different God-given gifts 

or abilities that people have and can contribute to the church. (Option: rather than having the sketches 

provided, you can have each group trace one group member on large paper.) They will write the gifts and 

abilities on the legs, arms, head, and torso (for a total of six).  

5. The final leg of the relay involves matching. The matching will include connecting the word “love” in 

various languages written on index cards to the name of the language on another set of index cards.  
 

French, “amour”  German, “Liebe”  Hungarian, “A szerelem” 

Irish, “grá”   Vietnamese, “tình yêu” Spanish, “amor” 

Romanian, “Dragoste” Indonesian, “cinta”  Finnish, “Rakkaus” 
 

6. While the last part of the relay is going on, consider playing Sandi Patti’s “Love in Any 

Language” (available online). The first team to complete all parts of the race successfully wins. 
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Comfort Cards (15 minutes)
Serving those who grieve. 

 

 

1. Contact a local funeral home, explain the activity, and see if they will 

be willing to either make the cards available in the lobby or hand 

them to people upon the loss of a loved one. Ask if there are any 

restrictions as to size, color, and content of the cards. The intent is to 

make these on cardstock about 3 ½” x 5”, the size of a small index card. 

2. If using cardstock, cut into 3 ½” x 5” cards.  

 

 

1. The disciples were going to miss Jesus when he left this earth. Jesus promised to send them a 

Comforter who would always be with them, in their time of grieving and beyond. The Holy 

Spirit is our comforter as well (John 14:26). Scripture tells us to comfort others with the 

comfort we have received (2 Corinthians 1:3-4). We all have a part in the Body of Christ, to 

minister to others and serve in some way. Today we are going serve and share the comfort of 

the Spirit by making prayer cards of comfort for those who are grieving. 

2. Give the youth ideas for the cards to get them started. They might draw flowers or nature or 

random patterns along the perimeter of the card, like a frame. On the card they can write, “We are 

sorry for your loss. The Youth of the ______ Church prayed for you. May God’s Spirit of love 

comfort you.” 

3. Allow the youth time to practice before making their actual cards. 

4. After the cards are made, ask the youth to lay hands on the cards. As a group, pray for the people 

who will receive these cards. Pray that although we do not know who will receive the cards or who 

each recipient has lost, God knows. Ask God to bring comfort to the recipient of the cards, through 

the spirit of love. 

5. Collect the cards and deliver them to the funeral home. 
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Pentecost Praise (15 minutes)
Leading the congregation in Pentecost praise and worship. 

 

1. Arrange for the worship leader, organist, or musicians to play 

“There’s a Sweet Spirit in this Place” during the upcoming 

service. It would be great if the youth who play instruments 

can be a part of this. 

2. Arrange with the pastor for the youth to participate in the 

service. 

 

 

1. Give each person a copy of Activity Sheet #2-37.A. 

2. Allow time for the youth to read the script and then ask for volunteers to fill the various roles in 

the worship service script.  This includes youth to volunteer to play instruments, read verses, speak 

the word “love” in another language, hold the love sign, and wave streamers.  

3. The Activity Sheet uses between 9-14 youth. If you have less youth, each volunteer can have more 

than one role. 

4. As a group, determine what needs to be done in preparation for the service, such as cut streamers, 

make the love sign, practice speaking the word love, and perhaps listen to the languages online. 

5. Work together to prepare the props. 

6. Run through the script a few times, practicing what will be done in the worship service. 
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(5 minutes)

 

 

Review: 

• What took place on the day of Pentecost? 

• What was the purpose of the filling of the Holy Spirit? 

• Is any spiritual gift more important than another? 

• Explain the metaphor of the human body and the church. 

 

 

Prayer: 

Do the hokey pokey and celebrate that we are all an important part in the body. 

 

 

 
Remember to send “The Story @ Home” take home sheet with the youth before dismissing them. 
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If you break into small groups (or are a small group), use the following questions to discuss the day’s 
Bible passage and how it relates to your lives. Make a copy of this sheet for each member of the group 
and provide pencils or pens. Encourage each other to take a moment to write your response in words or 
doodles before discussing out loud. 
 
Start your time by going around your group and asking each member (adults included) to share a high 
point and a low point from the past week. 
 

Opening Prayer 
God, thank you for sending the Holy Spirit to empower, comfort, and give spiritual gifts. Amen. 
 

Understand 
? Why did the Holy Spirit give the disciples the ability to speak in various languages? 

? What is the purpose of spiritual gifts? 

? In what way are we all part of one body? 

 

Wrestle 
? Does the Holy Spirit empower us the same way today as at the time of Pentecost? Explain. 

? How do we know our spiritual gifts? 

? Why do some get gifts that seem more demanding than others? 

 

Share 
? Share, write, or draw about what you think your spiritual gifts might be. 

 

Apply 
? How will you contribute to the Body of Christ this week? 
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Leading the congregation in Pentecost praise and worship. 

1. Youths wait in the back of the church. 

2. Four youths (Youth #1-Youth #4 in the following steps) walk to the front of the sanctuary and face 

the congregation. 

3. Youth #1: read Acts 2:1. 

4. Youth #2: read Acts 2:2.  

5. Optional: if another youth (or youths) can play a trumpet, clang symbols, or play another loud 

instrument, the youth (or youths) will do so while walking up the aisle.  

6. Youth #3: read Acts 2:3.  

7. The rest of the youth file into the sanctuary from the back and side aisles, waving short red, 

yellow, and orange streamers up and down in front of them (the motion like shaking a blanket or a 

pom-pom) while the organist (or musicians) play, “There’s a Sweet Spirit in this Place.” 

8. Youths that filed in will stand in the front of the sanctuary. 

9. Youth #4: reads Acts 2:4. 

10. From the group of youths that filed in with streamers, one youth will hold up a poster with the 

word “love” written on it. (For purposes of the script, this will be the sign holder. The nine youths 

in the group in the following activity will be referred to as Youths A through I.) 

11. Sign holder: Walk over to and stand behind Youth A, lifting the “love” sign high, over Youth A’s 

head.  

12. Youth A: Say the word “love” in French, “amour.” 

13. Sign holder: Walk over to and stand behind Youth B, lifting the “love” sign high, over Youth B’s 

head.  

14. Youth B: Say the word “love” in German, “Liebe.” 

15.  Sign holder: Walk over to and stand behind Youth C, lifting the “love” sign high, over Youth C’s 

head.  

16. Youth C: Say the word “love” in Hungarian: “A szerelem.” 

17. Sign holder: Walk over to and stand behind Youth D, lifting the “love” sign high, over Youth D’s 

head.  

18. Youth D: Say the word “love” in Irish: “grá.” 

19. Sign holder: Walk over to and stand behind Youth E, lifting the “love” sign high, over Youth E’s 

head. 

20. Youth E: Say the word “love” in Vietnamese: “tình yêu.” 

21.  Sign holder: Walk over to and stand behind Youth F, lifting the “love” sign high, over Youth F’s 

head. 
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Leading the congregation in Pentecost praise and worship. 

22. Youth F: Say the word “love” in Spanish: “amor.” 

23. Sign holder: Walk over to and stand behind Youth G, lifting the “love” sign high, over Youth G’s 

head.  

24. Youth G: Say the word “love” in Romanian: “Dragoste.” 

25. Sign holder: Walk over to and stand behind Youth H, lifting the “love” sign high, over Youth H’s 

head.  

26. Youth H: Say the word “love” in Indonesian: “cinta.” 

27. Sign holder: Walk over to and stand behind Youth I, lifting the “love” sign high, over Youth I’s 

head.  

28. Youth I: Say the word “love” in Finnish: “Rakkaus.” 

29. Any youth who have not yet participated: say, “Let us thank God for the indwelling of the Holy 

Spirit.” 

30. Another youth who has not participated: ask the congregation to stand and sing, “There’s a Sweet 

Spirit in this Place.” 

31. The second or third time through the chorus, the sign holder will lead the others out of the 

sanctuary carrying high the sign, the others waving the streamers as they go. 
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Jesus sends the Holy Spirit to fill the lives of his 

followers after he ascends to heaven. The Holy 

Spirit gives people the power to continue the 

ministry that Jesus started when he walked the earth. 

The Holy Spirit brings comfort, strength, and 

direction. Though Jesus is not physically present, the 

Holy Spirit fills lives to overflowing. Those who 

speak of the love of God when they are filled with 

the Holy Spirit have the power to speak boldly and 

with authority. With the filling of the Holy Spirit, we 

are each to do our part to glorify God with the gifts 

we have been given.    

 

Each of us is given gifts by the Holy Spirit to 
serve others.  

Read 2 Corinthians 1:3-4. The Holy Spirit is our 

Comforter. Comfort someone with the comfort you 

received when you needed comfort. 

What is Shavuot?

Shavuot is a Jewish festival that celebrates the 

giving of the Torah to Moses. It is also known as 

Pentecost. Shavuot takes place seven weeks, or 

fifty days, after Passover. It is one of three 

pilgrimage festivals, the other two being Pesach 

(the Passover) and Sukkot (the Festival of Booths). 

These are called pilgrimage festivals because 

participants were expected to journey to the temple 

in Jerusalem to celebrate. The first Shavuot after 

the death and resurrection of Jesus has special 

importance among Christian traditions as it was 

the day the Holy Spirit descended upon the 

disciples in Jerusalem. Christian traditions 

celebrate Pentecost as the birthday of the church 

and a celebration of the Holy Spirit. 

Paul defended the resurrection of Jesus and emphasized Jesus’ power over death 

(1 Corinthians 15:1-26, 51-57). 

We embrace the gifts that God brings us through the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-4; 1 Corinthians 12:1-13).  

This is the final week of the Narrative Lectionary year, ending with the story of Pentecost and the gifts that 
the Spirit brings. The narrative will begin again in Genesis in September.  
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As you hear and study these stories each week, consider what God has to say to you and your family. What is 
God’s message to us? Consider the following basic pattern as a way of forming family devotions:  
 Light a candle to help you focus this time as “God time.” Pray a simple prayer together.  
 Take a moment to check in with each other; what are each person’s “highs” and “lows” today?  
 Read aloud from the Daily Bible Readings from below. Discuss the questions following each. 
 End with a blessing, by simply tracing a cross on each other’s forehead. The Lord’s Prayer is a good 

way to end your devotion time. If you used a candle, extinguish it as a sign of the end of the devotions.  

Note: This is only a suggested pattern. It will vary with your household’s context and patterns. What works best for you? First 
thing in the morning? Over breakfast? Bed time? Be creative and flexible with how you practice and keep your devotions!  

There are many gifts given by one Spirit. 
• Why do we sometimes envy the talents of 

others? 
• How can you use your gifts for the benefit of 

the Body of Christ?  
 

 

There is one body with many important members. 
• What are some of the roles people fill in your 

church? 
• What would happen if people in the church 

stopped volunteering in the church?. 
 

 

You are the Body of Christ. 
• What do you see as your role in the Body of 

Christ? 
• If you are not sure what God has for you to 

do, take time to pray about that.   
 

 

Paul prays a prayer of thanksgiving for faith. 
• Whose faith are you thankful for? 
• Pray and thank God for the faith of those 

who inspire you.   
 

We are saved by grace through faith. 
• What does God’s grace mean to you? 
• How can you pass along God’s grace and 

mercy to others?   
 

 

We are made one in Christ. 
• Who do you need to made amends with? 
• How can you contribute to the peace among 

those in your youth group?   
 

 

We are to wear the armor of God. 
• How can we be strong in the Lord? 
• What can you do this week to make sure you 

are walking in the strength of God’s might?   


