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 Key Verse:  

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to 
us who are being saved it is the power of  God.  
1 Corinthians 1:18  
 

The Point: 

We are united together by the power of  God in Jesus Christ. 
 

Making Connections:    

God Works through Us 

 Bible Nuts & Bolts:    

What are Bible Resources? 
 

Spiritual Practice:    

Prayer 

Lesson #2-34 

Sunday, May 10, 2020 

 
Acts 18:1-4; 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 3rd-6th 



 

2 

© 2014-2019 Spirit and Truth Publishing—All Rights Reserved 
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Come together for Jesus. 
 

 None 

  

Asking for help. 

 Bible 
 Bible concordance 
 Bible atlas 
 Bible dictionary 
 Bible commentary 
 Optional: Internet-connected device(s)  

  

Paul brings the word of God to Corinth. 

 Activity Sheet #2-34.A 
 Paper 
 Large bed sheet 
 Table 
 Chairs  
 Robes 
 Highlighters   

 

Pray together in a special place. 

 Blankets or sheets 
 Chairs and table 
 Optional: battery-operated candle or  

flashlight 
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Create a paper tent village. 

 File folders 
 Crayons or markers 
 Tape  
 

Discover what happens when no one is in 
charge.  
 

 None 
 

Work in teams to create intricate structures. 

 Popsicle sticks 
 Glue 
 Aluminum foil 
 Construction paper 
 Scissors 
 Straws 
 Optional: timer  
  

Optional ongoing activity. 

 Bible Book page (found at end of lesson) 
 Cardstock or plain paper 
 Pens or pencils 
 Markers or crayons 
 Optional: three-ring binders, hole punch 
 

 None 
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Making Connections 
Paul traveled far and wide on his missionary trips. 
Last week, we discovered Paul’s role in 
establishing the church at Thessalonica through 
his own letters and through specific verses in the 
Book of Acts. Now we follow Paul from Athens 
to Corinth, hearing his call for teamwork and 
unity, heeding his requests to put aside our 
differences, and joining together, united under 
God. Next week, we learn about love, specifically 
God’s love for us and how we should love others 
as God calls us to do. 
 

Story Summary:  
The Church at Corinth 
Paul arrived in Corinth soon after visiting Athens. 
Upon arrival in Corinth, Paul wasted no time 
making new friends. He connected with two 
fellow tent makers and gave weekly sermons in the 
synagogue. In these ways he was able to spread the 
good news of God and Jesus with the people of 
Corinth. Paul emphasized the importance of 
community and the idea of working together, and 
related this to truth of the gospel and the 
importance of acknowledging and following the 
one true leader, Jesus. 
 

The Point 
We are united together by the power of God in 
Jesus Christ. 
Paul urges all Christians to put aside our 
differences and be united under Christ. Paul 
knows that when people start to argue about who 
the leader of the group should be, they turn their 
focus away from Jesus. Paul delivers an 
importance message that the church is founded 
upon the belief that Jesus is our leader, and we are 
all followers, united in our love and faith in God. 
 

Bible Nuts & Bolts:  
What Are Bible Resources? 
There are many resources to help in reading the Bible 
that can be used for personal devotion or study. 
Many Bibles have concordances and appendices in 
the back that include maps, lists of where to find key 
terms and key people, and more. There are also many 
print and Internet resources. Bible Gateway and 
Olive Tree are two websites that include easy-to-use 
search functions and many different translations of 
the Bible. Bible Hub is a website that has several 
translations of the Bible and other helpful resources. 
There are many print Bible dictionaries and 
commentaries, such as the HarperCollins Bible 
Dictionary and Bible Commentary. These resources 
can help readers learn about the historical, political, 
and social context of the Bible. 
 

Spiritual Practice: Prayer 
True unity, according to 1 Corinthians, comes from 
recognizing that we are greater than our individuality. 
We are strong in community not because we are all 
the same, but because we are all different. When we 
come together in prayer, we are able to have the 
room to be who we are, and to hold varying 
perspectives and opinions, while still admiring and 
respecting the perspectives and opinions of different 
people.  
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Come together for Jesus. 
 
You will need: 
 Nothing 

 
Before class: 

1. Choose a simple song that the students know well to open class.  
 
During class: 

1. As the students enter the classroom, bring all to a central point in the room, possibly a 
small section of  carpet or a round table.  

2. Now that we are gathered together here to learn about Jesus, let’s celebrate by 
singing a song. Lead the students in singing a song with which they are familiar. 

3. In the song we just shared, we sang words to praise God. What are some other 
times and places that we gather to praise God together? [At church, at home, at 
Sunday school, in small groups, etc.] 

4. We are gathered together today to share the word of  God, to share the stories of  
the Bible, and to experience the wonder of  God. Groups have been gathering 
together to share the word of  God for many, many years. Many groups gather 
because one person organizes them and makes it all happen.  

5. Paul was a person who organized others to gather in the name of  Jesus. He 
traveled far and wide across many lands, bringing people together to share with 
them the good news of  God and Jesus Christ.  

6. We are going to talk about Paul today, and hear what he did and said 
while he was in Corinth, making tents and gathering the people there 
to hear the good news of  God and Jesus. We will also find out what 
Paul said and did when people in some places wanted to choose their 
own leaders instead of  following the one true leader, Jesus Christ.  
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Asking for help. 
 
You will need: 
 Bible 
 Concordance 
 Bible atlas 
 Bible dictionary 
 Bible commentary 
 Optional: Internet-connected devices 

 
Before class: 

1. Gather hard copies of  the resources listed. Your pastor or church library may have them 
available. 

2. These resources can also be found online, if  your students would rather experience them 
in that way. Use the same process, but invite students to look online at sites such as 
www.biblegateway.com.  

 
During class: 

1. What do you do when you do not understand something? [Ask an adult, look it up, go 
online.] Hold up the Bible. Sometimes, the Bible can be really hard to understand. 
When that happens, we can use certain other books about the Bible to help us. 

2. Hold up the dictionary. How many of  you have used a dictionary in school to help 
you learn a new word? This is a Bible dictionary. The words that are in here are 
words or names that we read in the Bible that might be hard to understand. Let’s 
pretend we were going to learn about the temple in Jerusalem. We might look up 
the word “temple” in a Bible dictionary. Look it up and read the definition to the 
students. 

3. Hold up the atlas. Let’s stick with our example of  the temple in Jerusalem. If  we 
wanted to know where Jerusalem was, we would use this atlas to look for a map 
of  Jerusalem. Show the map to the students. 

4. If  we wanted to know where in the Bible we could read about the 
temple, we would look up the word temple in this concordance. This 
book would show us all the places in the Bible that use the word 
temple. 

http://www.biblegateway.com
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5. And if  we wanted to find out why the temple was important, we could read more 
about it in a book called a commentary. A commentary is a book written by 
someone who knows a lot about the Bible, and it can tell us about what life was 
like when things were written, and why they were written. So, if  we have 
questions or do not understand something in the Bible, we have all these places 
to look for answers. 

6. Allow students time to look through the books or dig deeper into online sites. 
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Paul brings the word of  God to Corinth. 
 
You will need: 
 Activity Sheet #2-34.A  
 Paper 
 Large bed sheet 
 Table 
 Chairs  
 Robes 
 Highlighters  

 
Before class: 

1. Print one copy of  Activity Sheet #2-34.A for each student. 
2. Make stones out of  the sheets of  paper.  

 
During class: 

1. Paul traveled to many lands during his missionary trips, including to Corinth 
where he made tents and shared the good news of  God with the people there. 
Paul also talked to groups of  people who argued about who their leaders would 
be, explaining the truth of  Jesus as their one and only true leader. 

2. Many people wanted to elect a popular person to be their leader--someone they 
could touch and see. But Paul knew better, and he told them that only Jesus 
could be in the lead. He told them faith in Christ is based upon the belief  that 
Jesus is our one true Lord and we should only follow him. 

3. Let’s watch and listen to the story of  Paul in Corinth with the groups who 
wanted to choose human leaders. We will follow the actions and words of  Paul as 
he traveled and spoke and told truths and refuted the misguided ideas of  some 
strong personalities. 

4. Pass out copies of  the script (Activity Sheet #2-34.A), and assign roles or allow students 
to select roles. 

5. Now that we have decided who will play what role, go through your 
scripts and highlight your part before you put on your costume. 

6. While students highlight roles, prepare the props and hand out costumes. 
7. Have actors perform the skit for the rest of  the class. 
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8. After the skit, gather the students together for a short discussion. 
• Paul knew that if  people starting arguing about who was in charge, they 

would not be focused on spreading the good news of  Jesus. Instead they 
would be focused only on themselves, and voting for leaders based upon who 
was more popular, rather than who was the right person to keep them 
organized to share the word of  the Lord. 

• Have you ever been in a situation where the most popular person might not 
have been the right one to lead your group? What happened then? What did 
you do? 

9. Paul knew that the most popular person was not always the right person for the 
job. Paul knew that only Jesus could lead us to the truth. Let’s remember Paul's 
words and deeds and follow Jesus in our hearts and by our actions today and 
every day.   
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Pray together in a special place. 
 

You will need: 
 Blankets or sheets 
 Chairs and table 
 Optional: battery-operated candle or flashlight 

 
During class: 

1. Paul had a job, just like other people do. He made tents. So to remember Paul and 
his job as a tentmaker, we are going to spend some time together in a tent. 

2. Work with the students to make a tent using blankets or sheets draped over tables and 
chairs. Make sure the tent is big enough that all of  the students can fit inside. Use a 
candle or flashlight in the center of  the tent. 

3. Now that we are in our tent, let’s pray together. What would you like to pray 
about? Allow students time to offer their prayer requests. Begin and end the prayer, 
allowing students to take turns praying in the middle. 
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Create a paper tent village. 
 
You will need: 
 File folders 
 Crayons or markers 
 Tape 

 
During class: 

1. Paul is working alone when he goes to the synagogue to share the word of  God, 
but he is also working with others by sharing the word of  God! Paul probably 
worked alone sometimes on his tents, but mostly he worked together with Aquila 
and Priscilla, making many tents! Their cooperation is one of  the many ways 
that Paul shows us all how to be a faith-filled friend. Working with others is a 
wonderful way to show our faith in God and our love of  our neighbor! 

2. Let’s practice working together like Paul by making a tent village. 
3. Pass out supplies. Using a variety of  file folders and crayons, students will work together 

to create a tent village.  
4. First, students will create designs on the file folders with the crayons. Students will set 

up the file folders along a table or counter, possibly in a place where they may be kept 
out for a week or more on display.  

5. Encourage students to work together to set up the tents, helping each other to tape the 
bottoms together if  needed in order to solidify the bases, and possibly taping the tents 
themselves together in order to ensure overall stability. 

6. By each of  us creating tents, then putting all our tents together, we became part 
of  a community, just as Paul did with the tents he made with Aquila and 
Priscilla. Working together is a wonderful way to show our love for our neighbors.   
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Discover what happens when no one is in charge. 
 
You will need: 
 Nothing 

 
During class: 

1. Paul knew that it was hard for the people to follow only Jesus. There were lots of  
other voices that were distracting the people, and they needed to choose whose 
voice to follow.  

2. Sometimes our lives can feel the same way. It seems like there are so many voices 
trying to get our attention. It might be the voice or parents, or teachers, coaches 
or religious leaders. Everyone thinks that you should do things in certain ways 
and at certain times, and that their voice is the most important. 

3. We are going to do an activity to demonstrate that. I want each of  you to think of  
a way to get other people to follow you. Think to yourself  for a moment: how can 
you convince people to come with you? We will start by choosing three people 
who will try to convince the rest of  you to join them in their section of  the room. 

4. Choose three people, and give them time to try and convince the other students to come 
to their “team.” When everyone has chosen someone, lead the following discussion: 
• Why did you listen to the voice that you did? What did they offer that 

interested or appealed to you? 
• What voices do you listen to in real life? 
• What voices are you able to ignore? 

6. Allow others to try to lead, or have the entire class try to convince each other at once.  
7. How did Jesus get people to follow him? [By loving people and teaching about God.] What 

does that tell us about being good leaders? [Be an example of  Jesus’ love.]  
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Work in teams to create intricate structures. 
 
You will need: 
 Craft sticks 
 Glue 
 Aluminum foil 
 Construction paper 
 Scissors 
 Straws 
 Optional: timer  

 
During class: 

1. In the story today, we talked about Paul’s travels and Paul’s message as he 
carried the good news of  God to people everywhere. Paul brought many people 
together, creating fellowship in many places through the word of  the Lord, and 
cooperation between the people too. But sometimes even when we are joined in 
loving fellowship and cooperation with fellow believers, conflict can arise. Paul 
had to deal with conflict when some people wanted to follow human leaders 
rather than follow Jesus. 

2. Conflict is when two or more people cannot agree on something. What are some 
examples of  recent occurrences where you were in conflict with a friend or 
family member? What happened? What did you do to solve the problem? Allow 
students to respond. 

3. The art of  cooperation can be tricky to master, and often leads to conflict just as 
it did in some circles during Paul’s time. Even when we are with friends and 
family, we will often have different ideas of  what to do and say in certain 
situations. Cooperation takes patience and perseverance. It means 
communication and compromise.  

4. Divide the students into small groups of  two to four people per group, depending on 
class size and supplies. Pass out supplies to each group. 

5. Using all of  your supplies, plus the four characteristics of  cooperation that we 
just talked about (patience, perseverance, communication, compromise), work 
together within your small group to make something special using only the 
materials you are given. Your creation can be whatever you want, but 
remember: this is about cooperation, so everyone in the group needs 
to contribute to the project. When your project is done, you will get 
to present it to the class as a group, with each of  you showing and 
telling the finished product with equal ownership. 



 

14 © 2014-2019 Spirit and Truth Publishing—All Rights Reserved 

Lesson #2-34 (3rd-6th) May 10, 2020 

6. In order to budget time wisely to allow for class sharing at the end of  the activity, you 
may want to set a timer for the building process, planning that you will need another 10 
minutes for presentation time. 

7. After all groups have shared their creations, gather the whole class back together and 
discuss what compromises were needed during the process.  

8. In order to make a finished project, it is important to work together towards a 
common good. When Paul told the people to stop choosing human leaders and 
follow only Jesus, he was also telling the people it was important to work together 
for the glory of  God rather than try to claim the glory themselves.  
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Optional ongoing activity. 
 
You will need: 

 Bible Book page (found at end of  lesson) 
 Cardstock or plain paper 
 Pens or pencils 
 Markers or crayons 
 Optional: three-ring binders, hole punch 

 

Before class: 

1. Make copies of  this week’s Bible Book page on cardstock or copy paper for each 
student. 

 

During class: 

1. Hand out Bible Book pages. 
2. What are some of  the important things we have learned from today’s story? 

[Answers will vary.]  
3. On the bottom of  your page, please write one or two important things that you 

have learned from the story today. In the middle of  the page, draw a picture from 
the story or illustrate one of  the important things you’ve learned. Don’t forget to 
put your name on the back of  the page, please! 

4. Optional: Collect and three-hole punch the pages, and put them in individual binders for 
each student to be kept at church until the end of  the year. If  you wish, you can 
investigate other options for binding the Bible books through a local print shop at the 
end of  the year instead of  using a three-ring binder. 
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Before ending class, make a point to come together to pray. Use the following or say your own 
prayer. Allow any students who would like to include a petition to do so at the appropriate 
time.  

 
Dear Jesus, 
Thank you for leading and loving us no matter where we are. You are our savior, and 
our one true leader, and we love you with all of  our hearts. In your name we pray. 
Amen. 
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Paul brings the word of  God to Corinth. 

Characters: 
• Narrator 
• Paul 
• Aquila 
• Priscilla 
• Small groups 1, 2, and 3 
 

Costumes: 
• Robes 
 

 
Narrator: Come and follow me, listener, as I lead you through a few of  Paul’s adventures 

during his journey across the Mediterranean. When we first see Paul today, he is leaving 
Athens. 

(Paul starts walking across the room.) 

Narrator: As Paul got closer to Corinth, he probably traveled over the paved stones of  the 
Lechaion Road.  

(Paul carefully makes his way across ‘stones’ made of  pieces of  blank paper laid across the floor.) 

Narrator: Upon his arrival in Corinth, Paul met a married couple that were tent makers, just 
like him!  

(Paul shakes hands with Aquila and Priscilla.) 

Narrator: Paul became such good friends with the tent making couple that he lived with them 
and made tents with them for over a year. 

(Paul, Aquila, Priscilla go into a tent made from draping a sheet over a table, but with the front part tucked up 
on top of  the table so the rest of  the class can still see inside.) 

Props: 
• Sheets of  paper representing stones 
• Large bed sheet 
• Table 
• Chairs  
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Paul brings the word of  God to Corinth. 

Narrator: While he lived in Corinth, on every Sabbath Paul would leave the tent making for 
the day and go to the synagogue.  

(Paul leaves the tent and walk across the room to the synagogue, possibly represented by two lines of  chairs set 
up facing a podium.) 

Narrator: Paul talked to the people at the synagogue, telling them the good news of  God and 
Jesus Christ. 

(Paul moves around the room, pretending to talk to everyone in sight.) 

Narrator: Paul spent a lot of  time talking to the people of  Corinth, sharing the good news of  
God and Jesus, bringing new believers to the church in Corinth and in many other places 
as well. However, sometimes Paul ran into trouble with groups of  people who didn’t 
seem to understand that Jesus was the one and only true leader. 

(Paul shakes his head at a group of  people around him all pointing to themselves and silently mouthing, “Me! 
Me! Me!”) 

Narrator: In 1 Corinthians, Paul tells the people to stop arguing about the identity of  their 
leader.  

(Paul holds up a hand in the ‘stop’ position.) 

Narrator: Paul tried to help the people understand that only Jesus was in charge. But 
sometimes the people would start to argue about who was really in charge. Certain 
people wanted to be called the leader, to be considered the most important and powerful 
of  all. 

(Small groups 1, 2, and 3 point to themselves and mouthing, “Me! Me! Me!”) 

Narrator: Some people said they belonged to Apollos. 

Activity Sheet #2-34.A 
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Paul brings the word of  God to Corinth. 

Small group 1: Apollos, Apollos! 

Narrator: Some people said they belonged to Cephas 

Small group 2: Cephas, Cephas! 

Narrator: Some people even said they belong to Paul himself 

Small group 3: Paul, Paul! 

Narrator: But Paul told them all to stop. 

(Paul holds up a hand in the ‘stop’ position, palm out, fingers straight.) 

Narrator: Paul reminded the people that Jesus died to save them all. That Jesus is their Lord 
and Savior. That Jesus is their one true leader. 

Paul: Jesus died for all of  you! Jesus is your Lord and Savior! 

Narrator: Paul urged the people to join together in the name of  God, to put aside their 
arguments and debate and work together in the name of  Jesus, sharing the good news 
with others. 

(Paul reaches out and joins hands with students closest to him. Those students then reach out and join hands 
with other students nearby, who do the same and so on until the whole class is connected.) 

Paul: Thank you Jesus for being our savior, for being our Lord, for being our one and only 
true leader. 

 

Activity Sheet #2-34.A 
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Paul arrived in Corinth soon after visiting Athens. 
Upon arrival in Corinth, Paul wasted no time making 
new friends. He connected with two fellow tent 
makers and gave weekly sermons in the synagogue. He 
was able to spread the good news of Jesus to the 
people of Corinth. Paul emphasized the importance of 
community and working together, and related this to 
truth of the gospel and the importance of following 
the one true leader, Jesus.    

We are united together by the power of God in 
Jesus Christ.  

True unity, according to 1 Corinthians, comes from 
recognizing that we are greater than our individuality. 
We are strong in community not because we are all 
the same, but because we are all different. When we 
come together in prayer, we are able to have the 
room to be who we are, and to hold varying 
perspectives and opinions, while still admiring and 
respecting the perspectives and opinions of different 
people. If you and your family members have a 
conflict this week, pray together instead of arguing. 

What Are Bible Resources? 
There are many resources to help in reading the 
Bible that can be used for personal devotion or 
study. Many Bibles have concordances and 
appendices in the back that include maps, lists of 
where to find key terms and key people, and more. 
There are also many print and Internet resources. 
Bible Gateway and Olive are two websites that 
include easy-to-use search functions and many 
different translations of the Bible. Bible Hub is a 
website that has several translations of the Bible and 
other helpful resources. There are many print Bible 
dictionaries and commentaries, such as the Harper 
Collins Bible Dictionary and Bible Commentary. 
These resources can help readers learn about the 
historical, political, and social context of the Bible. 

We move from Jerusalem and Palestine to follow Paul and Silas as they start the church in Thessalonica. Just as 
Peter healed in the name of Jesus, Paul will preach in his name (Acts 17:1-9; 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10).    

This week brings the story of Paul with another congregation, this one in Corinth. Paul has a much more 
contentious relationship with this group (Acts 18:1-4; 1 Corinthians 1:10-18).   

In next week’s lesson, Paul describes the exact opposite of division and quarreling from today’s lesson as he 
describes self-giving love (1 Corinthians 13:1-13).   
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Lesson #2-34 
Acts 18:1-4;  

1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

@ HOME 

Family Discussions 

Sunday—Read Acts 18:1-4  
The church at Corinth. 
Share one idea for dealing with conflict.  

Monday—Read 1 Corinthians 1:10-18  
An appeal for unity. 
Play Simon Says with more than one leader. Does it work? Why or why not?   

Tuesday—Read Acts 18:5-11 

Paul proclaims the word. 
Look online to learn about “shaking out clothes in protest.” 

Wednesday—Read Acts 18:12-17 
Dragged before Gallio. 
Tell a story about a time that you tried to get someone to do something for you and they could, or would, not.  

Thursday—Read Acts 18:18-23 

Paul leaves Corinth. 
Float a boat in a bathtub or sink as you read this story.  

Friday—Read 1 Corinthians 1:19-31  
God is the source of life. 
What is something foolish about you that God can use to tell others about Jesus?   

Saturday—Read 1 Corinthians 11:17-26  
Eating the Lord’s Supper. 
Worship together and share in the Lord’s Supper with your family and your congregation. 

Use the questions below or other questions you think of to discuss today’s Scripture reading (listed 
above) with your family.   

 In what way does this text teach about the theme that God Works through Us? 

 What does this scripture have to do with our lives today? 

 What part of this scripture is the most interesting to you? Why?  

As you hear and study these stories each week, consider what God has to say to you and your family. 
What is God’s message to us? How should we respond?  

Family Devotions 


