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Paul knows God’s presence in a special way during his time in the bustling city of Corinth, 
and his ministry there is fruitful. When the church community in Corinth divides later on, the 

apostle writes to encourage them to stop arguing and to remember their shared calling to 
spread the gospel of Jesus to others.  

Paul was sent to preach in Corinth, while others were directed to baptize. God works through 

us by calling us to different but complementary vocations while we live in community with 

one another. Living out God’s kingdom involves living in community with other Christians. 

This can lead to quarrels and disagreements, like those faced by the church in Corinth. With 

God’s help and Christ’s example, the church can face these challenges with faith.   

The Church at Corinth 

By the time Paul gets to Corinth in Achaia 

he is worn out. God speaks to Paul in a 

vision, telling him not to be afraid and 

assures him that no one will harm him when 

he speaks God’s word, for God has many 

people in Corinth. In spite of challenges, 

Paul’s boldness and trust in speaking the 

word in Corinth bear fruit. He stays in 

Corinth for eighteen months, settles down, 

and lives with a married couple named 

Aquila and Priscilla. Eventually conflict 

arises in the synagogue as groups align 

themselves with various leaders rather than 

with Christ.  

 

Lesson @ A Glance 
#2-34: The Church at Corinth 

Acts 18:1-4; 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
 

The Point: We are united together by 
the power of God in Jesus Christ. 
 
Making Connections: God Works 
through Us 
 
Spiritual Practice Emphasis: Prayer 
 
Bible Nuts & Bolts: What are Bible 
Resources? 
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We are united together by the power of 

God in Jesus Christ. Despite our 

differences and variations in our ways of 

life, we are all living under the authority of 

God. As difficult as it may be at times, we 

need to focus on what brings us together 

rather than on what divides us. We are one 

as children of God. 
 

There are many resources to help us 

understand the Bible. Some Bibles have concordances and appendices in the back that 

include maps and lists of where to find key terms and key people within the Bible’s 

text. There are also many print and Internet resources. Bible Gateway (http://

www.biblegateway.com/), Olive Tree (http://www.olivetree.com/), Bible Hub (http://

biblehub.com/) and others are websites that provide easy-to-use search options as well 

as many translations of the Bible along with other resources. There are also many print 

Bible dictionaries and 

commentaries to help 

readers learn about the 

historical, political, and 

social context of the Bible.  

 

One of the last things that 

Jesus did on the night before 

he died, was pray for the 

unity of his people. Sit 

quietly and read to this 

prayer of Jesus found in 

John 17. After you have read 

this prayer, spend some time 

meditating on the words. 

Write or draw your own 

prayerful response to Jesus’ 

prayer for all of us.  

The message about the 
cross is foolishness to 

those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of 

God.  
1 Corinthians 1:18 

What are some spiritual disciplines that 
can help us to keep our minds and 
hearts focused on Jesus and the gospel?  
 
How can keeping our minds and hearts 
fixed on our main purpose and calling as 
a community help us to prevent or mend 
conflict?  
 
What are some ways you can help the 
youth think through appropriate 
responses to disagreements in the 
church community?  
 
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/
http://www.biblegateway.com/
http://www.olivetree.com/
http://biblehub.com/
http://biblehub.com/
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Overview, Objectives, and Materials You’ll Need 

 
Who Do You Follow? 
Thinking about whose words and ideas impact 
our lives. 

 
Divisions in the Church 
Noting what leads to unity and what works 
against it. 

 

Recalling Our Calling 
Reflecting on disagreement and conflict in the 
church and the ways in which remembering 
our common call and purpose can lead to 
greater unity. 
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Cords of Fellowship 
Making leather bracelets while learning 
about Paul’s tent making. 
  

 

They Will Know We are 
Christians 
Listening to “They Will Know We are 
Christians by Our Love.” 
 
 

 

Diversity and Unity 
Creating a yarn web. 

 

Greet One Another in the 
Name of Christ 
Greeting worshippers as they leave the 
service. 
  

 

Prayers for the Body of 
Christ 
Designing a prayer service to lead the 
wider congregation. 
 

 

The Church at Corinth 
Discussing today’s story. 



 6 

 

© 2015-2019 Spirit and Truth Publishing—All Rights Reserved 

Who Do You Follow? (10 minutes) 
Thinking about whose words and ideas impact our lives.  

 

1. Invite the youth to gather in a circle.  

2. Are there certain people whose ideas and words have had a special 

impact on your life? Sometimes the people who influence us are 

people close to us, like parents, teachers, and coaches. But sometimes cultural icons, such as 

writers, musicians, and filmmakers influence us. Who are some of those people in your life? 

Give each person a chance to share about the sorts of people they might “follow.”  

3. If the youth have experience with social media, have them think briefly about the word “follow” 

and the way it is used on sites like Twitter. We “follow” someone when we are interested in 

keeping up with their work, thoughts, and ideas. This is a good way to help them think about 

the kind of “following” that Paul references in today’s passage, where people in Corinth were 

attaching themselves to certain well-known teachers almost as though they had joined a fan club. 

This kind of following does not have to be negative. Sometimes we can be inspired or even 

encouraged by those we follow. But this kind of following is a different kind of following than the 

deeper following of discipleship. Guide the discussion along these lines, keeping in mind that as 

Christ-followers we are united by the power of God in Jesus Christ. 

4. Sometimes we feel connected to the words and ideas of someone influential. They can be 

inspiring and encouraging. In today’s Scripture reading, we are going to learn about some 

people in the early church in Corinth who got so carried away with their “following” of 

certain Christian teachers that they lost sight of the deeper following they were all called to 

together, as disciples of Jesus.  
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Divisions in the Church (15 minutes) 

Noting what leads to unity and what works against it. 

 

1. For youth to get the most out of this lesson and become comfortable 

using their Bibles, it is recommended that youth have personal Bibles 

to mark in for this activity. If this is not possible for one or more 

youth, please provide printed copies of the day's Bible text. 

 

1. Last week, we read the beginning of a letter Paul wrote to the church in Thessalonica. This 

week, we are going to read part of a letter he wrote to the church in Corinth. The verses in 

Acts tell us a little bit about Paul’s arrival in Corinth, the place where he settled down and 

spent many months sharing the gospel.  

2. Have the youth read Acts 18:1-4 aloud. You might want to encourage them to read further in Acts 

18 on their own during the week, or give them a brief summary of how God encouraged Paul 

during his time in Corinth when he felt tired and afraid.  

3. Now let’s read 1 Corinthians 1:10-18, part of Paul’s letter to the church in Corinth after he 

left there. As you read the first two verses, put a plus sign next to things you think helped 

the church grow in love and unity, and a minus sign next to those things that worked against 

their unity and growth in love. In the rest of the passage, underline the word “belong” 

whenever you see it, and double underline the word “baptize.”  

4. What are some of the things that helped the community grow in love and unity? [Answers 

will vary but may include “brothers and sisters,” seeing each other as family; “name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ;” “be in agreement;” “no divisions among you; “having same mind and same 

purpose.” What are things that do not encourage unity? [“quarrels among you.”] 

5. Help the youth notice the different places where belonging and baptism are mentioned. Then say: 

Baptism reminds the community that they belong to Jesus and to one another. This is a 

greater kind of belonging than the “belonging” mentioned in the earlier verses, when people 

were staking their identity on different groups or cliques. Paul reminds the church in 

Corinth—and us too—that the greatest identity as a community comes through following 

Jesus and sharing the good news of the cross. In baptism, we are marked with the sign of the 

cross, and that helps us to remember who we are. We are called to live together in unity of 

love and purpose. We are united together by the power of God in Jesus Christ. 
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Recalling Our Calling (15 minutes) 
Reflecting on disagreement and conflict in the church and the ways in which remembering our 

common call and purpose can lead to greater unity. 

 

1. Invite the youth into a discussion where they can freely share their 

experiences of conflict and disagreement in the church, or between 

them and friends who attend other churches or denominations.  

2. Shift the conversation toward reflection on positive ways in which each of us, as individual and 

corporate members of the body of Christ, can remember our shared calling and purpose. What are 

some ways we can keep our eyes fixed on Jesus? What are ways we can recall that we are 

brothers and sisters who belong to the same family? Paul reminded the Corinthians of their 

baptism. Share that Martin Luther would often say to himself: “Remember you are baptized!”  

3. Our unity in one mind and one purpose was so important to Jesus that, on the night before 

he died, he offered a prayer for his followers—the disciples with him in the upper room and 

all those would follow him in generations to come. Jesus prayed that we would be united. 

Today we are going to listen and meditate together on the words of that prayer.  

4. Read the retelling of Jesus’ prayer in John 17 found on Activity Sheet #2-34.A, asking the youth 

to follow along or listen carefully.  

5. We are called to unity in mind and in purpose, united together by the power of God in Jesus 

Christ. What is your response to Jesus’ prayer for all of us?  
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Cords of Fellowship (15 minutes) 
Making leather bracelets while learning about Paul’s tent making. 

 
 

1. Paul was skilled as a tent maker. Paul worked in this trade 

while living in Corinth. In his day, tents were important 

shelters in the desert. They were likely made from leather or 

tough woven fibers of goat hair. Missionaries today use the term “tent maker” to mean 

anyone who works in Christian ministry but at the same time supports themselves by using 

their skills and education to earn a living while doing so.   

2. Distribute three plain leather strips to each person. The strips will be knotted at the top, then woven 

together and knotted again to make a bracelet.  

3. Instruct the youth in how to make the bracelets. As they braid the leather strips, talk about how the 

braided strands can be a visual reminder of the importance of unity among individuals within the 

church. We are united together by the power of God in Jesus Christ. 

4. The youth can either wear their bracelets as reminders that they are part of the community or give 

the bracelets to others in their church community.  
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They Will Know We are Christians (15 minutes)
Listening to “They Will Know We are Christians by Our Love.” 

 
 

 

1. Use the Internet to search for “They Will Know We Are Christians by 

Our Love,” sung by Jars of Clay.  

 

 

1. In today’s Scripture passage, we learned that the Christians at Corinth were quarreling. 

Paul reminded them that their lives together should point people to Jesus and to the cross. 

When we love one another, even in the midst of conflicts or differences, it is an example to 

the world of God’s love and how God’s love can bring unity.  

2. This song is a meditation on Jesus’ words in John 13:35: “By this everyone will know that 

you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

3. Play the song and then lead the group in singing it together. If you or some youth play an 

instrument, provide accompaniment.  
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Diversity and Unity (15 minutes) 
Creating a yarn web. 

 

 

1. Print a copy of Activity Sheet #2-34.B. 

 

1. Ask the group to stand in a circle. Explain the game: We are going to play a game to get to know 

each other better. One person will begin with the ball of yarn. I will ask that person a 

question. Once that person answers the question, they will toss it to another student. The 

yarn will move from person to person as different questions are answered. Whenever you 

have the yarn, you get to throw it to someone else after you have answered the question I ask 

you. Just make sure that you hold onto the unraveling end when you toss the ball to someone 

else.  

2. Give one person a ball of yarn. Ask that person the first question on Activity Sheet #2-34.B. After 

they have answered the question, have them unravel a bit of the yarn, hold onto that end, and toss 

the ball of yarn to another person in the circle. Continue with the next question and repeat the toss 

of the ball of yarn. In the end, the youth will have created a web of yarn as they learned more 

about each other. Be sure to play until everyone is connected via the yarn web. 

3. Optionally, you can stretch the game longer or play a second round if you have a player throw the 

ball of yarn to someone else who shares their answer. For instance, if a someone says their favorite 

color is blue, call out “who else likes blue?” If someone does, then the player must throw to that 

person.  

4. Sometimes we share favorites, but sometimes we like very different things. We can be very 

diverse in the way we feel, what we like, or how we express ourselves, but in the midst of that 

diversity, we can remain connected and unified when we are all holding on to the main 

thing—God’s love!  
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Greet One Another in the Name of Christ (15 minutes)
Greeting worshippers as they leave the service. 

 

 

 

1. We have seen today how diverse Christians can be. Paul talks about 

that in today’s Scripture passage, but we also know that truth from 

our own experiences in church and even in this group. Although we 

can be very different from one another, as part of God’s family we have a shared identity in 

Jesus.   

2. We are going to serve the congregation by greeting worshippers as they leave the Sunday 

morning service. For some of us, that might sound easy and fun, while others might think it 

sounds difficult. But we can help each other to find creative ways to do it, remembering 

Paul’s encouragement to recall our unity in Jesus.    

3. Encourage the youth to create signs that can be held up as worshippers leave the congregation. 

These can be simple signs such as “Jesus loves you,” “We’re glad you came today,” or “May God 

bless your week.” They can also take some time to practice saying greetings such as these.  

4. Consider pairing youth in this endeavor. Some may be more comfortable holding the signs, while 

others might want to say something encouraging to worshippers as they leave. If you know certain 

people are particularly extroverted, you might want to pair them with more introverted people, or 

vice versa. Let them know either way of serving is fine. We may have different ways of serving; 

the important thing is that we serve together.  

5. If you meet during worship, dismiss the youth a few minutes early so they can get to the entrance 

to your worship space. If you meet before worship or on a different day, the youth can greet 

worshippers as they come to worship. Before the youth greet the worshippers, remind them that 

sometimes coming together to serve helps to bring us closer together. It can also model for 

others the unity we have in Jesus.  
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Prayers for the Body of Christ (15 minutes)
Designing a prayer service to lead the wider congregation. 

 

1. Arrange with the pastor or worship leader for the youth to participate in 

a worship service. 

 

1. Today we are going to create a litany with several prayers for the unity of the church. A 

litany is a prayer used in worship that contains petitions and is usually spoken in a 

responsive way, with the leader reading certain lines and the congregation responding with 

other lines. We will base our litany of prayers on some of the words of Scripture about the 

importance of living at peace with one another.  

2. Ask the youth to brainstorm and come up with a refrain line that can be used as the repeated line 

after each petition. This should be directed to God and incorporate the unity theme. An example 

might be: “Lord, hear our prayer that we will all be one in you.” 

3. Ask the youth to jot down words and phrases based on 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 and John 17. You 

might also direct them to other words about unity in the Scriptures, or have them use a topical 

index in the back of a Bible to locate more verses. Possibilities include Ephesians 2:22 and 4:3, 

Psalm 133:1-3, 1 Corinthians 12:12, and Ecclesiastes 4:12.  

4. Help the youth re-word several of the verses into petitions and praises. For example: “Remind us 

that a cord of three strands is not easily broken,” or “Help us to remember that when one part of 

the body hurts, we all hurt.” 

5. Once the litany has been written, help the youth find a time and place in worship when they can 

lead the congregation in the prayers.  

6. Optional: you might have all members of the congregation light small candles from the larger 

candle and then pray these prayers for unity together.  
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(5 minutes)

 

 

Review: 

How did the people of Corinth respond to Paul’s teaching? 

What was the main problem among the believers in Corinth? 

What was Paul’s main message to the church in Corinth? 

 

Prayer: 

Sit or stand in a circle. Pass around the ball of yarn, asking each person to keep holding onto a piece 

of the yarn as it unwinds around the circle. When everyone is holding the yarn, pray to be united as 

one in the power of God. 

 

 

 
Remember to send “The Story @ Home” take home sheet with the youth before dismissing them. 
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If you break into small groups (or are a small group), use the following questions to discuss the day’s 
Bible passage and how it relates to your lives. Make a copy of this sheet for each member of the group 
and provide pencils or pens. Encourage each other to take a moment to write your response in words or 
doodles before discussing out loud. 
 
Start your time by going around your group and asking each member (adults included) to share a high 
point and a low point from the past week. 
 

Opening Prayer 
Lord, please help us to understand the importance of being united together by the power of God in 
Jesus Christ. 
 

Understand 
? What caused division among the believers in Corinth? 

 

Wrestle 
? How is perfect unity possible when there are so many differences among us? 

? How do we become united with others while maintaining our individuality? 

? Does being united in Christ mean that our individuality may be less important than we think? 

? If Christians believe in the same God, why is maintaining unity such a challenge? 

 

Share 
? Share, write, or draw about an aspect of your life where you wish there could be more unity 

among people. 
 

Apply 
? What can you do this week to promote peace and togetherness among the believers in your life? 
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Reflecting on disagreement and conflict in the church and the ways in which remembering our common call 
and purpose can lead to greater unity. 

John 17:1-5  
Jesus said these things. Then, raising his eyes in prayer, he 
said: 
Father, it’s time. 
Display the bright splendor of your Son 
So the Son in turn may show your bright splendor. 
You put him in charge of everything human 
So he might give real and eternal life to all in his charge. 
And this is the real and eternal life: 
That they know you, 
The one and only true God, 
And Jesus Christ, whom you sent. 
I glorified you on earth 
By completing down to the last detail 
What you assigned me to do. 
And now, Father, glorify me with your very own 
splendor, 
The very splendor I had in your presence 
Before there was a world. 
 
6-12  
I spelled out your character in detail 
To the men and women you gave me. 
They were yours in the first place; 
Then you gave them to me, 
And they have now done what you said. 
They know now, beyond the shadow of a doubt, 
That everything you gave me is firsthand from you, 
For the message you gave me, I gave them; 
And they took it, and were convinced 
That I came from you. 
They believed that you sent me. 
I pray for them. 
I’m not praying for the God-rejecting world 
But for those you gave me, 
For they are yours by right. 
Everything mine is yours, and yours mine, 
And my life is on display in them. 
For I’m no longer going to be visible in the world; 
They’ll continue in the world 
While I return to you. 
Holy Father, guard them as they pursue this life 
That you conferred as a gift through me, 
So they can be one heart and mind 
As we are one heart and mind. 
As long as I was with them, I guarded them 
In the pursuit of the life you gave through me; 
I even posted a night watch. 
And not one of them got away, 
Except for the rebel bent on destruction 
(the exception that proved the rule of Scripture). 
 
 

13-19  
Now I’m returning to you. 
I’m saying these things in the world’s hearing 
So my people can experience 
My joy completed in them. 
I gave them your word; 
The godless world hated them because of it, 
Because they didn’t join the world’s ways, 
Just as I didn’t join the world’s ways. 
I’m not asking that you take them out of the world 
But that you guard them from the Evil One. 
They are no more defined by the world 
Than I am defined by the world. 
Make them holy—consecrated—with the truth; 
Your word is consecrating truth. 
In the same way that you gave me a mission in the world, 
I give them a mission in the world. 
I’m consecrating myself for their sakes 
So they’ll be truth-consecrated in their mission. 
 
20-23  
I’m praying not only for them 
But also for those who will believe in me 
Because of them and their witness about me. 
The goal is for all of them to become one heart and mind— 
Just as you, Father, are in me and I in you, 
So they might be one heart and mind with us. 
Then the world might believe that you, in fact, sent me. 
The same glory you gave me, I gave them, 
So they’ll be as unified and together as we are— 
I in them and you in me. 
Then they’ll be mature in this oneness, 
And give the godless world evidence 
That you’ve sent me and loved them 
In the same way you’ve loved me. 
 
24-26  
Father, I want those you gave me 
To be with me, right where I am, 
So they can see my glory, the splendor you gave me, 
Having loved me 
Long before there ever was a world. 
Righteous Father, the world has never known you, 
But I have known you, and these disciples know 
That you sent me on this mission. 
I have made your very being known to them— 
Who you are and what you do— 
And continue to make it known, 
So that your love for me 
Might be in them 
Exactly as I am in them.  
 
The Message (MSG) Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002 by 
Eugene H. Peterson 

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Message-MSG-Bible/
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/?action=getVersionInfo&vid=65
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Creating a yarn web. 

Questions about daily life: 

• What is your favorite food? 

• Name one of your favorite movies. 

• What is your favorite flavor of toothpaste? 

• If you are rooting for your favorite team, who are you rooting for? 

• What is your favorite color? 

• What is your most comfortable piece of clothing? 

• What is your favorite day of the week? 

• What do you most like to do on a Saturday morning? 

• Name one song on your favorite playlist. 

• Who is your favorite actor/actress, or musician, author, athlete? 

• What book would you want to have on a deserted island? 

• What restaurant do you most like to eat in? 

• What is your favorite holiday? 

• What was the best present you ever got? 

• What is one country you would love to visit? 

 

Questions about faith life: 

1. What is your favorite verse in the Bible? 

2. What worship song do you most like to sing? 

3. If you could meet one saint or person in church history who would it be? 

4. What is your favorite book of the Bible? 

5. What is your favorite Bible story? 

6. What church season do you enjoy celebrating the most?  
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By the time Paul gets to Corinth in Achaia he is 

worn out. God speaks to Paul in a vision, telling him 

not to be afraid and assures him that no one will 

harm him when he speaks God’s word, for God has 

many people in Corinth. In spite of challenges, 

Paul’s boldness and trust in speaking the word in 

Corinth bear fruit. He stays for eighteen months, 

settles down, and lives with a married couple named 

Aquila and Priscilla. Eventually conflict arises in the 

synagogue as groups align themselves with various 

leaders rather than with Christ.    

 

We are united together by the power of God in 
Jesus Christ.  

One of the last things that Jesus did on the night 

before he died, was pray for the unity of his people. 

Sit quietly and read to this prayer of Jesus found in 

John 17. After you have read this prayer, spend 

some time meditating on the words. Write or draw 

your own prayerful response to Jesus’ prayer for all 

of us.  

What Are Bible Resources?

There are many resources to help us understand 

the Bible. Some Bibles have concordances and 

appendices in the back that include maps and lists 

of where to find key terms and key people within 

the Bible’s text. There are also many print and 

Internet resources. Bible Gateway  

(http://www.biblegateway.com/), Olive Tree 

(http://www.olivetree.com/), Bible Hub  

(http://biblehub.com/) and others are websites that 

provide easy-to-use search options as well as many 

translations of the Bible along with other 

resources. There are also many print Bible 

dictionaries and commentaries to help readers 

learn about the historical, political, and social 

context of the Bible. 

Paul preached at the local synagogue where he received resistance from a number of people 

(Acts 17:1-9; 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10). 

Paul reaches out to the church in Corinth with a message of unity (Acts 18:1-4; 1 Corinthians 1:10-18).  

Paul describes perfect and self-giving love (1 Corinthians 13:1-13).  
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As you hear and study these stories each week, consider what God has to say to you and your family. What is 
God’s message to us? Consider the following basic pattern as a way of forming family devotions:  
 Light a candle to help you focus this time as “God time.” Pray a simple prayer together.  
 Take a moment to check in with each other; what are each person’s “highs” and “lows” today?  
 Read aloud from the Daily Bible Readings from below. Discuss the questions following each. 
 End with a blessing, by simply tracing a cross on each other’s forehead. The Lord’s Prayer is a good 

way to end your devotion time. If you used a candle, extinguish it as a sign of the end of the devotions.  

Note: This is only a suggested pattern. It will vary with your household’s context and patterns. What works best for you? First 
thing in the morning? Over breakfast? Bed time? Be creative and flexible with how you practice and keep your devotions!  

Paul visits the church at Corinth. 
• What did Paul have in common with Aquila? 
• Who do you have something in common 

with that you can in turn share the gospel 
with?  

 

 

Paul makes an appeal for unity. 
• What do you hear people quarrel about? 
• Why is quarrelling among believers 

counterproductive to the faith? 
 

 

Paul proclaims the word in Macedonia. 
• What are your thoughts about the way Paul 

responded to those who rejected the gospel? 
• In what way does verse 9 encourage you to 

speak the gospel to others?   
 

 

Paul is dragged before Gallio. 
• Where are you most afraid to speak up about 

Jesus?   
• What does Gallio’s response to the Jews’ 

complaint suggest about the opposition we 
might receive when sharing the gospel? 

 

Paul leaves Corinth and returns to Antioch. 
• What do Paul’s travels suggest to you about 

the need to take the gospel beyond our 
community? 

• What can you do to help spread the gospel to 
places beyond your community?   

 

 

God is the source of life. 
• What does it mean that “the foolishness of 

God is wiser than men”? 
• How will you boast of the Lord today?   
 

 
Teachings about the Lord’s Supper. 

• What do we proclaim when we partake in the 
Lord’s Supper? 

• In what ways does your life proclaim that 
Jesus is Lord? 


